Wednesday February 17, 2010 

           Matthew 19:1-13    

Sharon Evans
Divorce
Divorce seems a funny topic to begin our Lenten study and, as Christians, this is always a difficult subject to discuss.  For those of us that have actually suffered through a divorce, the impact of Jesus’ words is particularly biting.    We all hear the popular verses at weddings “For this reason a man shall leave his mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall be come one…  What God has joined together, let no man put asunder”.   Jesus is telling us what God intended from creation:  one man and one woman united for their whole life.    Anything less is falling short of God’s standard.

Now, let’s be honest.  Not everyone is going to stay married for life for a myriad of reasons.  How do we reconcile our faith and divorce?   As Believers, we try to live our   lives in accordance with the ideals that God has set forth for us.  The fact is, we more often than not, fall short of these ideals.  When we do fall short of those ideals, we need to find spiritual restoration and healing in order to move forward in our walk with God.  This is true for those who have experienced divorce as well as all of us who have fallen short of God’s ideals.  How blessed we are to have a Savior who is ready to encompass us in his arms despite all our faults and sins.

Dearest Lord, thank you for the love you provide us even when we are unworthy.    Help us to follow in your foot steps and give us strength to live our lives in accordance with your ideals.   We cannot imagine the powerful love required for you to offer your Son as a sacrifice for our sins but we are forever grateful and humbled by your abiding love for us.  Amen

Thursday February 18, 2010 


         Matthew 19:13-15    

Dawn Fewkes
What can we learn from children?


Sometimes being an English teacher has its disadvantages.  It is the world of metaphor, of symbol, of double meaning.  The cup is simultaneously half empty and half full.  So, in these three verses I see both a group of literal children and the metaphoric ideas associated with children.  I am grateful that the Lord Jesus Christ lays His hands on these young beings and prays for them, even though they may not have the capacity to understand that He created them, and that all blessings they receive come from Him.  It gives me hope that when I am running around in a fairly clueless state, He will still pray for me and not wait for me to ‘get it.’ 


But the other thing that always strikes me about this passage is the metaphor.  Those with simple childlike faith who come to Christ will inherit heaven.  It is not popular in our current culture to be childlike.  Those with hope are often mistaken for people who aren’t terribly bright, and haven’t somehow noticed all that is wrong around them.  The God who cares for the least of us is the other opinion in a world that prefers darkness to light.  
But thanks to God, the way we view the world is never going to be considered logical in earthly standards.  Earthly logic has nothing to do with it.  By helping us to retain our childlike faith, He makes us salt and light, drawing those who are fed up with the darkness and giving them a chance to find out why we have hope.  It always seems odd to me that something as important as another person’s salvation would be entrusted to the likes of us, but earthly logic is not going to accomplish what is supernatural, only our childlike faith.  It helps me to remember that those whose child like faith drew me to God were not perfect people either, simply sincere believers with hope.


Lord, help us to come to You with the simplicity and directness of a child.  Remind us that it is a trick of the Deceiver to view the world with hopelessness.  Help us to remember that Your Son was a love offering for our sin and to live in the miracle of this every day, making others thirsty for the joy You place inside of us.  Thank you for caring for us and teach us to care for others in Your name, learning from Christ not to turn them away. In Jesus name, Amen.
Friday February 19, 2010 



Matthew 19:16-22
Karen Moshier
The Rich Young Man

An extremely wealthy man approaches Jesus.  He possesses almost everything a young ruler could ever want.  There is just one more thing he desires to add to his treasury – eternal life.  Unlike the little children who come to Jesus just to be in his presence, the rich young man wants something from him.  His question shows the error of his thinking – he asks how he can get eternal life.  He seems to think he can buy it or earn it somehow.  He is heartbroken to find out that he can’t earn it by keeping the commandments.  When Jesus tells him to sell all his possessions and follow him, he goes away sad.  He’s grasping his earthly treasure so tightly that he can’t let go to receive the gift of heavenly treasure.  

I can’t help but feel sorry for the rich young man.  He’s not a bad person.  He followed the commandments.  In fact, Mark says that Jesus looked at him and loved him (Mark 10:21) But unfortunately it’s just too hard for him to part with his wealth, the obstacle that keeps him from following Jesus and receiving the gift of God’s grace.

There are a multitude of obstacles that hold us back from wholeheartedly following Jesus and receiving the riches God has in store for us.  For some like the rich young man, it may be a love of wealth, for others, a fear of giving up control, and for others, a need for security.  Beth Moore says that our tests have our names on them.  So do our chains.  What is keeping you from following Jesus with all your heart and mind and strength?

Help me to recognize the things that hold me captive and keep me from following you and receiving eternal life.  Give me the strength to break these chains.  Amen.

Saturday February 20, 2010


         Matthew 19:23-30    Cindy Kalweit
The Great Reversal

I don’t know about you, but this passage has always been a little disconcerting to me. At first glance Jesus seems to be saying that it is impossible for a rich person to get into heaven.  Whether we think we are or not, all of us who are blessed to live in this country are rich compared to 90% of the world’s population. Does this mean that it is impossible for us to get into the kingdom of God?  In verse 24, Jesus says “Let me tell you, it is easier to gallop a camel through a needles’ eye than for the rich to enter God’s kingdom”. (The Message)  The disciple’s exasperation to this remarkable statement comes through loud and clear when they collectively ask “Then who has any chance at all?”  It is important to understand that they were part of a  culture that widely believed the rich were those blessed by God; that somehow they had already earned God’s favor and been guaranteed a place in the Kingdom. They must have been thinking something like….If those who are blessed in their earthly life can’t get to heaven, what chance do the poor have? The reassurance comes in verse 26 when Jesus reminds us that “with man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible”.  

We cannot earn or buy our way into eternal life and the glory of God’s kingdom.  Faith in Christ alone is what counts. I need to honestly re-examine my life to determine if there are things that I value more than Christ. What are the things I am not willing to sacrifice for Jesus sake?  Faith in Christ, not riches, power, popularity or material possessions is what counts.  Don’t forfeit eternal rewards for getting ahead in this life.  Choose instead to follow Jesus and live as he did by putting others first, loving those who society has turned their back on, serving graciously, giving generously and sharing the Good News of the Gospel. Some of your family and friends may think you are crazy.  They may even openly disapprove of what you are doing and how you are acting.  Be confident that your actions are finding favor with God.  In the kingdom of God, many of the first (the rich and powerful) shall end up last, and the last (the poor and humble) shall be first.  This is the Great Reversal!

Almighty God, I pray for the courage to put Christ first in my life; to value my relationship with Him above all others; to live as a witness to His great love and sacrifice in this broken and hurting world; and to put my faith and trust in Christ alone. Amen.

Sunday February 21, 2010 


           Matthew 20:1-16    
Mickey V

I’m not sure I can think of anyone, I know, who did not grow up on this parable about the landowner and the workers in his vineyard. It is as familiar to me as the story of Christ’s birth. I was told it as a child, had it read to me, read it and heard, over and over, throughout the years.  As a child, my understanding of the parable was simple: don’t complain when you think you have not received your fair share, do what is expected of you, what you agreed to, and all that you deserve will come to you through God’s love.  

Over the years as I was tempted to cry “Foul”, I reminded myself of the landowners words to his hired hands as he explained that he was not being unfair to anyone, “So those who are last will be first then, and those who are first will be last.” Matt 20:16  No one is better than the next person, we are all equal in God’s eyes. 

And though there was truth in my child-like perception, as I grew and changed, so did my discernment of a story that I thought I knew.  The truth, is that all you receive will come through God’s love, but not only to those who don’t complain, do as they are told and live a God-knowing life, but also to those who were not blessed to be raised loving God, those who only recently discovered God’s glory and perhaps most especially to those who confess their love for Him on their death bed.

Lord, bless us with an everyday understanding that no matter whom we are, or where we are in our journey of love for you, that we are all equal in your love and redemption. Amen.

Monday February 22, 2010 


         Matthew 20:17-19    

Linda Palmer
Jesus Again Predicts His Death

“As the time approached for him to be taken up to Heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.”  (Luke 9:51)  He had a determination to complete his mission – he was unwavering. He led the way toward Jerusalem trying to instruct his disciples in what would soon be happening.  Other Gospels note that this was third time he was covering this material.  
Mark 8:31 says, “He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.”  Verse 32 goes on to say Jesus spoke plainly, but Peter tried to rebuke him.  Mark tells us the disciples were astonished and “those who followed” were afraid when Jesus relayed what was going to happen.

None of us wants to hear bad news.  How many times have you been with your doctor or loved one when they are trying to tell you something difficult and your brain shuts down?  Some of us are programmed to take things in slowly.

The Disciples were undoubtedly confused by what Jesus was saying; .they were not taking it all in.  There were probably twelve different visions of what the future was going to be like when their new King took control.  Hearing that Jesus was going to suffer a horrendous death and leave them was not in their plans – nothing they had envisioned.  They did not know that what they were hearing was good news not bad news.  The very best “good news” – the path to our salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior!

“In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him.  Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him.  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.  In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering.” (Hebrews 2:8b-10)

Almighty God, help us to remember the Good News and put everything else in perspective.  Amen

Tuesday February 23, 2010 


         Matthew 20:20-28    

Joel Robinson

I don’t think many people enter a contest or play a game with a goal other than winning. It seems to be in our nature, our DNA to be competitive, to be the best. Major league baseball players don’t make $20 million a year because they’re mediocre at what they do. No, if you want to succeed in life you’ve got to be the best, nice guys finish last we’re told. Stop in any bookstore and see how many motivational books you find on how to be last at what you do. For much of the world success is measured by what you accumulate and the positions you attain. So it is natural for the mother in verse 20 to want her sons to have a position of honor and prestige in Jesus Kingdom. Don’t we all? I presume most of us are planning to go to Heaven.  I know that’s what I’m hoping for. As long as we will be spending eternity there why not try to get the best seats in the house? 

Jesus though lets them all know this isn’t a game of musical chairs or something you can put “dibs” on. These are reserved seats and very difficult to get. Power and influence won’t help, neither will money nor treasure. To get theses seats you have to do the opposite of everything this world says you should do. You have to be last. You must put others before you, become their servant. Not an easy thing to do for us, is it?

Luckily we have someone who has shown us the way to do that. All we have to do is follow Jesus. Follow his example of servant hood. Verse 28 tells us, “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” That is our guide for achieving a kind of success that goes beyond the rewards of this world. Which Kingdom will you serve today, the earthly one or the Heavenly one?

Lord God, help us to store our treasures in Heaven and not here on earth where value is fleeting. Let us be your servants in this world as we perform your work and reach out to those around us with the love and caring of your son Jesus. Guide us through each day that our journey may lead us to your Heavenly Kingdom. Amen.

Wednesday February 24, 2010 


Matthew 20:29-34 

Meg Chorpenning

What Do You Need From Jesus?

This is the last healing Matthew records before Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  This healing also comes just after Jesus has taught, “The Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”  Jesus was deliberately heading for excruciating suffering and death. A large crowd followed him and, from what the Scripture tells us, they had no clue what was in store for Jesus.  We know his disciples were with him and in the crowd probably some who had been healed by Jesus and some who jumped on the bandwagon of His popularity. We know the crowd was big. 
The two blind men heard the commotion and when they learned who was coming by, began to shout to Jesus to have mercy on them.  Why did the crowd try to silence them? Were they eagerly hoping to see Jesus finally overthrow the Romans and they didn't want Him sidetracked? Were the blind men filthy and ragged, people to avoid? But Jesus acted in a manner consistent with His whole earthly ministry: He stopped when they called to Him for mercy.

It might seem that Jesus question to the men is unnecessary: “What do you want?” It must have been obvious: they were blind; of course they would want to see!  But Jesus asks them so that they can speak their need to Him, specifically and personally.  Scripture says He was “deeply moved” and He “looked on them with compassion”. He met their need.  They could see and they followed Him.

What do you need from Jesus?  Skip past the superficial needs of your daily life.  This is about your deepest longings.  Tell Jesus.  Personally and specifically. As high as the heavens are from the earth is how great is His love for you.  He will meet your every need.

Jesus, You are the giver of all good.  Help us to trust in Your love for us that we may be like the blind men and call out to you in our need.  Amen.

Thursday February 25, 2010 


           Matthew 21:1-10    Noel Weigel

The first thing we see in this passage is that Jesus sent two disciples, ahead to fulfill scripture.  That is, Jesus would ride humbly into Jerusalem, not as a warrior king, but more powerfully as the Lord of Lords.  As He sat upon the colt of a donkey, He did what the Lord had ordained, and as the disciples before him did, he obeyed.

Another great thing about this passage, as I see it, is the people 'got it'.  They understood the significance of the donkey so they cut Palm branches and laid them down on the dusty ground before Jesus & the colt.  This is the early Sir Walter Raliegh gesture but more importantly to show their respect to our Lord Jesus at that time.

Jerusalem too, the whole city of Jerusalem also got it.  I can imagine the excitement of Hope in the shadow of Roman occupation.  The word “Hosanna” was being shouted/ exclaimed.  It means save, or salvation in a prayerful context.  The atmosphere then and there was of Hope and the sense of 'Finally!'.  

Holy Spirit, we thank you for leading us in the Way of Jesus.  We humbly accept the responsibility of carrying out your commandments of 'Discipling all nations' and 'Loving our neighbors' in the face of persecution.  As we perform those acts we do Your Name, please enable us to complete them with joy and devotion to You.  In your Holy Name we pray, Amen.

Friday February 26, 2010 



Matthew 21:12-17

Heather Taylor

Takin' Care of Business

In Isaiah, chapter 56 verse 7 the Lord declares that His house would be a house of prayer for all people.  When Jesus entered the temple in Jerusalem, he was very displeased at what the temple had become. This was not His house for sure. It had been infested with greed, theft, selfishness, and oppression. The women, children, the blind, and lame were being crowded out of the only space the priests had allowed them to worship - the Court of Gentiles. They had been deemed inferior and not worthy to enter the main part of the temple. Foreigners who had come to worship were being cheated unknowingly by the money changers as they were converting their currency to usable funds to pay for animals to use as sacrificial offerings. Merchants were charging exorbitant amounts for the requirements for sacrifice including such things as animals, wine, oil, and salt. These items were in great demand due to the huge crowds that had gathered for Passover.

Cleansing was the job that Jesus came to do, and that he did. With aggressive actions toward the money changers and merchants, he let the chief priests know right away, and in no uncertain terms, that things needed to change. The temple was not to be a place of trade, but was to be a place of prayer. He made it clear that His house was to be a place where all were welcomed, respected, and treated equally. His love, compassion, and restoration was available to all. He welcomed the children's praise that was perfected in them by the Father. Children can easily see and appreciate the wonders of God's creation and proclaim them freely and matter-of-factly. 

Jesus did not stay in this temple that had become a place that housed the sin of thieves and oppressors. He left them.

Lord, I pray that our congregation, as Your family will maintain an environment where You will feel at home. May our church be a place where only love abides. May we be continually cleansed by the blood of Christ, always guided by the Holy Spirit, and love one another as You have loved us. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

Saturday February 27, 2010 



Matthew 21:18-22

Noel Weigel
The withered Fig tree in the presence of Jesus

In this passage, Jesus appears to cause the fig tree to wither, or shrink up “at once”.  This is unusual since Jesus may cause consternation for the Pharisees, Scribes and Sadducees, among others, but He is not associated with damage.  It is in this time frame Jesus is also found in the Temple Herod built, overturning the Moneychangers tables.

How can our Loving God wreak havoc?  Does this mean we have to watch our 'Ps & Qs'?  Yes, since the wisdom of The Almighty is beyond our comprehension.  Pastor Gary has a quote on his white board outside his office saying essentially 'God permits evil, He is not overcome by evil.'  Loosely interpreted to be sure, I am saying, in Scripture God has indeed been present in some hair raising episodes. 

All this is to say, God found the time of that fig tree's existence was at hand.  He did what needed to be done, or else it would have lived.  That is Faith in Jesus.  That is why He brings us to Church, has us serve on committees, brings us to bible studies, challenges us and gives us joy.

Father God, in You we have our rest and strength.  In Jesus we are amazed and speechless.  In our fallibility, see us as we are, struggling in our Faith, and proud of your Gospels. Go with us in wisdom and in Your Will, for there we find our destiny.  In Your Holy Spirit's Name.  Amen 

Sunday February 28, 2010 


         Matthew 21:23-27    

Joel Buice
Jesus…Our Sovereign Authority

Picture the scene….Jesus was in the temple teaching and healing; most likely the day after he had overthrown the tables of the money changers and tax collectors.  He had accused the chief priests and elders of turning the temple into a “den of robbers”.  Jesus was not on the list of most-liked people with these temple officials.  
When you hear the word “Authority”…..what does this word bring to mind for you?  Webster defines authority as “the power or right to command, having influence resulting from knowledge and prestige…an expert”.  These temple officials were questioning Jesus’ authority to disrupt their “business” and to teach.  In their opinion, Jesus did not have the credentials for these acts.  
Jesus however, knows their inner thoughts and motives and traps them by asking from whom the baptism of John has come – from God or from man.  No matter which way they answer, it won’t be an answer popular with the temple goers.  Their image before the people will be shattered.  So they take the easy way out by not answering Jesus at all.  
How about us?  Do we question Jesus’ authority?  Do we give him complete and unwavering control over our lives?  Do we hold our image before others higher than our love and devotion to Christ?  As Paul told the Philippians “let our manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ” and “to live is Christ and to die is gain”.  That’s a high calling that in all aspects of our lives, we are to embody the characteristics of Christ; to witness to his Gospel and to never second guess His authority.   We can live up to the call with God’s help and faith in action.  

Sovereign God, we trust in You completely and ask for Your presence in our lives.  We pray that we can be witnesses to those around us through our actions and our devotion to You.  We ask this in complete faith and in the name of your Son Jesus…Amen.

Monday March 1, 2010 


         Matthew 21:33-46    
Dawn Fewkes
Choosing Blindness over Inconvenient Sight

Abraham Lincoln once said, “If you want to test a man’s character, give him power.”  As Jesus tells the Pharisees the parable of the vineyard, they think they can actually stop the Lord’s will by having Him arrested.  These people have been running their own vineyard for way too long.  They are drunk with what they perceive as their own power, as though the owner of the vineyard is never coming back.  

I don’t know about you, but the Pharisees make the hairs on the back of my neck stand up.  First God sent prophets, and they killed them.  Then He sent His own Son, and even warned them that the stone the builders rejected had become the cornerstone, and still they did not fear.  
How does this happen to someone?  At the outset, they were supposed to be guarding God’s law for His people from corruption, making sure the Jewish people were obedient to the law that had been given to them by God.  At some point, they started liking the comfort of their power more than they feared God.  They started to believe the Law was theirs to do with what they wanted, as though God was no longer in charge.  They opposed anyone who said anything that would compromise their position over the people, even if it was the Son of God.  They didn’t see, because they didn’t want to see.  They had a lot to lose if a new law was going to be established.

What do we have to lose that threatens the Father’s Lordship over our lives?  Could we become blind to God’s will by clinging to things that make us comfortable?  Remember that Christ said God would take the vineyard away from those who had wrongfully taken it and give it to servants who will produce good fruit.   The only way to produce good fruit is to keep our eyes on the God who parted the sea, who raised the dead, who breathed life into each one of us.

Dear Lord, never let us forget that we are only servants, but that You are sovereign and the only Truth. Protect us from vanity and help us to be very careful in considering Your Word, lest we take shortcuts that suit us for our own gain.  Teach us to love Your Law as we love You, and teach us to produce fruit in Your vineyard until You return. In Jesus name, Amen.  
Tuesday March 2, 2010 



Matthew 22:1-14

Adam Hungerford

Stood up and rejected

A great banquet has been prepared. All is ready! Enter the guests? In this parable we have read that those invited refused to come, they went their own way, and some even killed the messengers. They chose to reject the king’s offer.

God has prepared a place for us, has called for us, and has sent for us. Just as the king in this parable sent out multiple invitations to join his banquet so God reaches out to His people. He has offered us new life in Christ! He has offered us a new righteousness. It is up to us to respond, to accept the offer. He waits… how have we responded?

The banquet is not for everyone. It is for a select crowd, “eyes only”, only for those who have accepted to live in Christ’s righteousness. They are there by choice and desire. It is not for those who have rejected Him. They have been rejected because of their lack of belief. Others who have seemingly responded will be deemed unworthy and will be sent away. The rest will remain. The faithful and true of heart will remain.

Lord, thank you for the opportunity I have to be a part of your Kingdom, to be a part of the great banquet you have prepared. I pray that my heart will remain true and my life will reflect the reality of my beliefs. Let me be faithful in the knowledge I have been granted. May my life demonstrate the new life, the new righteousness I have been granted in Christ.  Amen

Wednesday March 3, 2010 



Matthew 22:15-22

Adam Hungerford

Dual citizenship

We prepare for an eternal kingdom, an eternal rule, marked by the return and reign of Christ. Until then we are present in a temporal world, ruled by man, and bounded by finite rules and regulations. This passage points to a reality of two laws, one of man and one of God. A tension is created. How do we respond?

Paul, writing in to the Romans (13:1-7), addresses this dichotomy by arguing that since all authority is from God then all authorities that exist have been provided by God. So then we are to be the best citizens we can, earthly or heavenly. We are to honor, respect, and pay due to those who are in authority over us.

As we strive to be faithful followers of Christ we often talk of Christian disciplines, of sanctification, of spiritual gifts, of Godly traits. This is important and necessary. It is also necessary to develop our character, skills, and commitment to the world around us. Just as we have an important place in God’s Kingdom we have an important place in this current time.

Lord, thank you for my new life in Christ, for a new eternity. I pray that until the time that Christ returns I may be a faithful follower, a faithful disciple, a faithful steward. I also pray that I will be an effective citizen of Christ in a sometimes radically different world. Let me have a spirit that honors those in authority around me and shows them respect, yet maintains my own desire to seek first You and your authority.  Amen.
Thursday March 4, 2010 


         Matthew 22:23-33    

Kristen George

What Do I Know of Holy?

I think I made You too small, I never feared You at all. No
If you touched my face, would I know you? 
Looked into my eyes, could I behold you?
What do I know of You, who spoke me into motion? 
Where have I even stood, but the shore along Your ocean?
What do I know? What do I know of Holy?

The above lines are lyrics to a song called “What Do I Know of Holy” by Addison Road.  As I read the Scripture passage for today, this song was the first thing that came to mind.  As the Sadducees approach Jesus, they are so caught up in laws, rules, and being “right” that they fail to recognize that God in the flesh is standing in their presence.  We are often quick to judge characters of the Bible – did they not “get it?”  How could they not see that Jesus was God?   Why did they waste time with silly questions?  Surely if we had been there, we would have understood.  We think these things to ourselves, and yet all too often we too are in error because we do not know the Scriptures or the power of God (v. 29).  We are so focused on jobs, school, friends, and busyness that if Jesus were standing right in our presence, we probably wouldn’t even see Him, let alone be able to fully appreciate who he was.  

The lyrics of “What Do I Know of Holy” challenge us to remember who God is, to keep ourselves from putting Him into a powerless box, to open our eyes to His glory around us, and to keep our lives in perspective based on that glory.  As Jesus reminds us in this passage, an understanding of the Scriptures will lead to a deeper understanding of God’s character.  If you, like me, often find that you have forgotten God’s power, take some time today to remember that the God we worship today is the same God who created the earth, brought the Israelites out of Egypt, and overcame the power of death through Jesus.

Almighty God, we admit that we are often guilty of underestimating Your power.  We acknowledge your power and your sovereignty in the world and in our lives.  Open our eyes and our hearts that we may better understand who You are today and always.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Friday March 5, 2010 



         Matthew 22:34-40    
Connie Colyer

Love your neighbor as yourself….
How many times have I confronted some occurrence which demanded a response from me? How would I respond? Would I hold open the door for an individual entering or exiting a store? 

Would I stoop and pick up that dropped coin or object and return it to its owner? Would I offer a smile, or extend a hand? Would I offer a comforting hug to a grieving friend?

These are all applications of the scripture found in this passage. Not only are we to “love the Lord our God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind--but to “love our neighbor as our self.”

Over the past 28 years, I’ve experienced many opportunities to choose to apply that commandment as I served the Lord at The Giving Tree and The Olive Branch. Everyday my prayer would be to have that individual come thru the door who needed a word of encouragement or just a friendly greeting. May times they had no idea why they had come to the store, but they left with a smile, after sharing a burden for which I thanked God.

As a young girl I had a small plaque over my bed whose message has guided me and reminded me of this commandment--and still goes with me even today. May it inspire you today.

Only one life, will soon be past.

Only what’s done for Christ will last.


Saturday March 6, 2010 


         Matthew 22:41-46    
Barry Colyer
Who is (The) Lord

Jesus brings the most knotted of questions, full of intricate and fascinating scenarios which require contemplation and searching both internal and external.  To the literalist Pharisees the question of who was the Christ caught them short.  Then again, who one calls Lord was the question for then and now.  Who deserves to be called Lord?

Lord, as used in this passage, is one who controls the destiny of another. Lord is one who deserves total submission of both body and will.  Such submission is a serious matter... It is the risk of relinquishing one’s individuality, priorities and resources. 

This new day I must make the decision.  Who is my Lord? Come Jesus, you I choose to serve, you are Lord!

 “Jesus, I know you alone are worthy of my submission.  You are my source and my well.  As this day goes forth Lord, draw me nearer and be my shield.  To you this day I submit and you are my Lord My Savior.”

Sunday March 7, 2010 



Matthew 23:1-12
Mary Ruth Ostrander

Our Rebuke
In the Bible, Jesus rebukes the scribes & Pharisees.  This rebuke is meant for us.  When we don't trust in the Lord, when we put more value and faith on worldly goods and thoughts, when we harden our hearts and become judges of our fellow humans, we need to hear this rebuke.  Are we like those Pharisees, doing one thing but saying another?  Putting on a show for the benefit of human kind, to prove how pious and humble we are while preaching not to sin, to serve God, and to love one another?  Or are we humble servants, calling everyone brother and worshiping the Father?

I am more like the Pharisees.  Being a humble servant is hard for me.  I come from a family of judgers.  When I was young, it was common for me to hear negative and degrading opinions about the people surrounding me.  Now I'm fearful of meeting new or different people in case they might judge me harshly.  Because of the fear, I don't reach out to the strangers needing help, the lonely individuals wanting a friend, or even the people across the pew from me.  I can come across as too good, as hanging my phylacteries long, as snooty and unwelcoming without ever intending to.

When I give into my fear, I become the judge, already expecting that person to be mean just because they haven't proven otherwise.

Lord, help us to be helpers of our fellow humans, not judgers.  Help us to be servants rather than show-offs.  Be our Father, our teacher, our guide.  Help us to remember to learn from you and to always follow your lead.  Help us to trust in you to keep us safe so we don't have to judge.  In your name we pray.  Amen

Monday March 8, 2010 



Matthew 23:13-15

Meg Chorpenning

Am I A  Pharisee?

This passage is the beginning of the 'woes”, Jesus' response to the Pharisees. For the three years Jesus had been pestered and besieged by the Pharisees who always seemed to be lurking about,  questioning and  skeptical.

The Pharisees were the religious leaders of the Jews, equivalent to the church establishment of our day. 

I like to think of myself allied with the sinners and outcasts who Jesus hung out with, not the Pharisees, but I've been a Christian for more years of my life than I haven't and I've been  a member of the Presbyterian Church for almost as many years, so I need to take Jesus' “woes” to heart.

Jesus accused the Pharisees of shutting the kingdom of God by rules that were impossible to follow, for encouraging pride in religious practices and losing the heart of God's love for sinners.  The Message  translates it, “Your lives are roadblocks to God's Kingdom!”

Am I a Pharisee?  Do I welcome someone who has never been to church before, who doesn't know how it “works”?  How do I treat someone whose life and background is different from mine?  Do people feel accepted or judged by me?  Is my life an open door to the kingdom of God or is it a roadblock?

Anytime I think of myself as better than anyone else, I am a Pharisee.

The only way I know to overcome this is to remember daily that I am all sinner, in need of the cross, in need of God's mercy and grace.  Except  for the grace of God, my life is a mess.  Except for the cross of Christ, I am stuck in my sin. Except for God's boundless mercy and compassion, I will act like a Pharisee instead of who I am, a redeemed child of God.

Thank you, Jesus, for your great mercy and love to me, a sinner.  Never let me forget that you have redeemed my life from the pit.  Let me show that grace and mercy to others.  Amen

Tuesday March 9, 2010 



Matthew 23:16-24

Bill Furnas
Stop Swearing! and Don't sweat the small stuff

I have always been bothered by someone telling me something then saying, “I swear”.  It implies that I should not otherwise believe what they tell me.  Maybe their usual habit is to tell lies, and then swear when they do tell the truth. So they are allowed to be liars.  Or worse yet, when they have to add, “I'll swear on a stack of Bibles!” Like that should make what they say more believable, when in reality it belittles them and makes anything else they say much less believable. The truth is there is no reason to ever speak anything other than the truth. Our lives are always fully in front of God, and should be fully representing His pure honesty in every word and deed.  In effect everything we say is always sworn before Him!

Life Coaches and organizational systems have become the new ways people are trying to connect with what is important in life.  With technology driving instant communication, it is very easy to get caught up with details so small (on those little screens) we don't see the truck coming at us!  

From the King James Version:  Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. From The Message: Do you have any idea how silly you look, writing a life story that's wrong from start to finish, nitpicking over commas and semicolons?  

If life is not about txt messages, gnat's, commas and semicolons, what is Life all about? Look to Micah 6:8.

From the King James: He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?  From The Message:  But he's already made it plain how to live, what to do, what God is looking for in men and women.  It's quite simple: Do what is fair and just to your neighbor, be compassionate and loyal in your love, And don't take yourself too seriously - take God seriously.
Dear Lord, we get so caught up in today, please guide us to make you the serious most important part of our life.  To live truthfully in all we do.  Provide me the courage to do justice, the strength of heart to love mercy, and the focus in life to walk humbly with You. Amen.
Wednesday March 10, 2010 



Matthew 23:25-28
Noel Weigel

This passage in Matthew is just one example of many confrontations with the religious leaders at the time of  Jesus.  He came to expose hypocrisy and self deception, the lifestyles of the self proclaimed holy ones wrapped up in legalism.  Outwardly they displayed an appearance of  God's approval of them by giving them fine clothing, for example.

This book is written by Saint Matthew, a former Roman Tax Collector.  He knew of the ways of cheating, stealing.  He was one of the “sinners” these Pharisees complained with whom Jesus was associating.  As an insider of Lord Jesus' community, Matthew was aware of the 'ins and outs' of power brokers like the Pharisees and Scribes, who knew not of compassion but only 'the Law'.

Scripture tells God does not abide filth. Old and New Testaments speak directly to the avoidable accumulation of the buildup of neglect and dirt.  The Scribes and Pharisees knew exactly what Jesus was accusing them of doing and not doing. He's accusing them of intentionally omitting love while adhering strictly to the Law.

Father, thank you for reminding us what is important through You Son, our Lord, Jesus.  Thank You for leaving the Holy Spirit to uphold and guide us.  We pray for the faith to complete the good work You have started as we first came to believe, and help us to clean out our lives to let You into our hearts.  In Jesus' name, Amen

Thursday March 11, 2010 Matthew 23:29-36

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous, saying, 'If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets.  Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers.  You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell?  Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of innocent Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.
Dear Lord, we pray that we do not hold ourselves above others.  We have our own faults.  Help us to not persecute others.  Help us to recognize people and words meant for us so that we can live out your will rather than becoming like these scribes and Pharisees.  In your name we pray.  Amen.
Friday March 12, 2010 Matthew 23:37-39
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! See, your house is left to you desolate.  For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'"
Lord, we want to see you.  We want to be gathered under your wing.  We want to dwell in your house forever.  Please come to us with your blessing.  In your name we ask.  Amen.

Saturday March 13, 2010 


Matthew 24:1-14   
Mickey V

 “Keep your eye on the prize!” Isn’t that what they say? You’ve heard it…we all have. Most often it is muttered by sport coaches to players in the heat of battle, team goal, a championship of one sort or another. But, did you ever wonder where it came from?  Who first utter those words?  Why it was Jesus!

As Jesus stood on the Mount of Olives and told his disciples of the future, told of the destruction of temples, the deceit of false prophets and told them of their very own arrest, persecution and death, his followers were less concerned with the details of the everyday and more anxious about knowing when.  When will the end come, how would they know, what signals would Jesus give? But, as any great coach, Jesus, knew that any game is won, or lost in the details, and encouraged his followers to concentrate on being prepared for whatever may happen, to be consistent in their following of God’s will, and focus on what was important, living together as God’s servants and living a Godly life, for that truly is the “prize”. 

Dear God, help us live the life that you have taught us to live, a life full of love for others, a life spent teaching others about you, and keeping our focus on you. AMEN. 
Sunday March 14, 2010 Matthew 24:15-28

So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his house, and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days!  Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.  Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'There he is!' do not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand. So, if they say to you, 'Look, he is in the wilderness,' do not go out. If they say, 'Look, he is in the inner rooms,' do not believe it.  For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.
Lord, we do not want to be led astray.  We want to follow your all of the days of our lives.  Thank you for leading us in your ways.  Praise be to your name.  Amen.
Monday March 15, 2010 Matthew 24:29-35

"Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

 "From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near.  So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates.  Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

Lord, we anxiously await your coming.  We want to see the signs instead of missing them.  We are grateful to you for all you do for us even though we are unworthy.  Thank you for your words and for your relationship with us.  Amen.

Tuesday March 16, 2010 Matthew 24:36-51

"But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.  For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left.  Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left.  Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.  But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.  Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, to give them their food at the proper time?  Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes.  Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions.  But if that wicked servant says to himself, 'My master is delayed,' and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know and will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.


Lord, we try to stay awake for your coming, but we are only human.  Give us the strength to follow you as we await your coming.  Help us to be the one to proclaim your name before you come.  Guide us to be the one you take with you when you come again.  Amen.
Wednesday March 17, 2010 


           Matthew 25:1-13    
Curt Ripley
THE FOOLISH VIRGINS
Have you ever wondered...what it will be like when you come face to face with Jesus at the wedding feast?   Can you picture yourself in the song by MercyMe,  “I Can Only Imagine” 
“Surrounded by Your glory, what will my heart feel, will I dance for you Jesus or in awe of you be still?”  Hopefully, it brings a tear to your eye or a tug at your heart when you hear those words!!

Can you also imagine how those five young girls felt when they returned to the wedding feast and were not allowed to participate in the celebration with Jesus?   

When we are in sin we also run the risk of never being in the presence of our Lord and Savior.  We are so focused on getting that oil that we lose track of the love of Jesus.  

Are you willing to take that risk of missing Jesus for that moment of sin?   

From Matthew 25.13    (The Message) 

“So stay alert you have no idea when he will arrive”.  

*  Painting by Anthonievan Blockandt on Lenten Devotional on Church website
In celebration of today, March 17th  “Top of the day to ya”  
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*  Painting by Anthonievan Blockandt
Thursday March 18, 2010 Matthew 25:14 -30

"For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property.  To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.  He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more.  So also he who had the two talents made two talents more.  But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money.  Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.  And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.'  His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.'  And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.'  His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.'  He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' But his master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed?  Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest.  So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents.  For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'
Lord help us to be your faithful servant, multiplying your riches many fold.  In your name we ask.  Amen.
Friday March 19, 2010 


      Matthew 25:31 – 26:5
Junior High Youth Group
When our time on earth is finished, we will be represented by our actions.  In this passage, Jesus explains that if we have helped others by feeding, sheltering, clothing, and visiting them, we will be blessed and rewarded.  

Every day we have a choice to help people or not to.  We have the power to choose what we do.  Everyone has times when they are unable to care for themselves and need our help.  When we have opportunities, we should help others because our goodness will not only meet physical needs but also will show them Jesus through our action.  There are many people around the world who need us to provide them with food, shelter, clothing, or visits.  Currently, the people of Haiti are in great need of these things, and as God’s people, we have been clearly taught through this passage and others that God calls us to provide for others in this way.  If you have not yet made the choice to help those in Haiti, we would like to encourage you to turn your words into actions and do so by donating through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, World Vision or the American Red Cross.  

Dear Lord, thank you for giving us all that we need.  Thank you for giving us the power to choose to help other people.  Help us to put our faith into action so that we can provide food, clothing, shelter, and care for others.    

www.pcusa.org/pda 

www.worldvision.org


www.redcross.org 

Saturday March 20, 2010 



Matthew 26:6-16

Dave Ostrander

This passage says to me that like the woman with the flask, we should strive to serve God.  No matter what the disciples said, the woman continued to serve the Lord, just as we should.  So many people have thought only of themselves, as Judas did, only to find out that it doesn't benefit them.  So many of us have turned our backs on God only to have it turn out badly.  We have to remember to find ways to serve and to worship our Lord.  Let us be like the woman and serve the Lord, and not like Judas and who betrayed our Lord.

Dear heavenly Father, help us to keep you fresh in our minds and to look for ways to serve you.  Let us honor you and not betray you.  In Jesus Name Amen.

Sunday March 21, 2010 


         Matthew 26:17-25    
Chris Taylor
It Is I

Today’s passage shows Jesus telling his disciples that one of them was going to betray him.  The response of the disciples surprised me.  I would have expected “Not me!”  Instead, the disciples ask “Is it I?”  The choir sings a song on this subject and I truly believe the answer is “It is I!”  God is love.  Anything that we do or say that is not in the spirit of love is a betrayal of love.  It is I, Lord, who has betrayed you.  There is hope.  Jesus went to the cross because he is love.  He loves us more than we can ever comprehend.  This love compelled him to the cross so that our betrayals could be forgiven.  Remember this the next time someone cuts you off in traffic or says or does something hurtful.  What would Love say or do in response? (See Matthew 5:38-48 for some answers to that question.)

Dear Lord, I am sorry for all of the betrayals of your love I have committed.  Help me to live by your example.  May my words and my actions reflect love in all things.  May love increase!

Monday March 22, 2010 


         Matthew 26:26-35    
Lyle Motley

The Lord’s Supper
The scripture for today’s devotion describes the events surrounding the last meal that Christ shared with his disciples prior to His crucifixion.  It established one of two sacraments celebrated by the Protestant Church: Communion and Baptism.  As a sacrament it has been described as a “visible sign of an invisible reality,” the entertaining of Christ’s presence through the Holy Spirit. 

It is a rite or tradition of the Christian church that Christ commanded that we observe in remembrance of Him.  A number of years ago it took on a new significance for me.  The church I was attending at that time employed the practice of passing the elements with a blessing of “May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you.” and “May the joy of Jesus Christ be with you.” for the recipients of the bread and wine respectively.  It just so happened that on one Sunday morning my sixteen year old son had passed the bread to me looking directly into my eyes saying “May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you.”  

The next Sunday morning my son was dead.  And I personally was in the very essence of Hell, spiraling out of control into indescribable grief and sorrow, the likes of which no one should ever have to endure.  I could never imagine that I would ever get out of that deep dark pit or ever smile again.  In the days to come as I struggled for answers and meaning, I was constantly recalling my son’s own words, “May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you.”  I will never get over the loss of my son, but I have learned how to live with it and there is no doubt in my mind that “the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  

Our Father, we thank you for the Church and the opportunity to participate in its sacraments and traditions and that we can share them with our loved ones.  We thank you for the peace and joy that you have given to us in Jesus Christ in whom we pray.   Amen

Tuesday March 23, 2010 



Matthew 26:36-46
Erin Jacob
Jesus Prays at Gethsemane

While I was looking for some background information on Jesus at Gethsemane, I found an absolutely wonderful site.  The author's choice of words made me feel our Savior's distress and pain and desperation...and  resignation.  Jesus could not help but show His human side.  He asked His Father to spare His life knowing that it was a futile request.  Please visit this site to feel our Lord's vulnerability. 

 http://www.cptryon.org/xpipassio/medit/index.html 

click on #1-The Prayer of Jesus in the Garden



*Picture on Lenten Devotional on Church website
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http://www.lostseed.com/extras/free-graphics/

images/jesus-pictures/thy-will-be-done.php


Wednesday March 24, 2010 Matthew 26:47-56

While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people.  Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will kiss is the man; seize him."  And he came up to Jesus at once and said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" And he kissed him.  Jesus said to him, "Friend, do what you came to do."  Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him.   And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear.  Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword.  Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels?  But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?"  At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, "Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me.  But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled."  Then all the disciples left him and fled.

Lord, even in his misdeeds, Judas served your.  We want our deeds to reflect your will even if we cannot recognize how that might be happening.  Your are so much greater than us.  You make everything right.  Thank you.  Amen.
Thursday March 25, 2010 


         Matthew 26:57-68    
Linda Palmer

Before the Sanhedrin
Wow!  Maybe I should have reviewed the passage before I agreed to write a devotional on this one.  I just selected it by the date;  it has some significance to me.  Let’s face it – it is not easy to write about any of the verses in the Bible, because we (most of us anyway) are not Bible scholars – we have not been to seminary and feel pretty inadequate.  It can be very daunting to think we can find something to write that others will want to read or find worthy.  That is why in the end – it is not us – it is God.  We pray for guidance; we pray for insight;  we pray for God to give us the words to say.

A recent sermon was on the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) (if you missed it, it’s on the church’s website).  We want to be the son that is welcomed home by God with all His unconditional love and acceptance.

However, in this passage from Matthew – none of us wants to identify with the Sanhedrin – to be among the disbelievers, the ones not seeing or accepting or following Christ.  We do not want his blood on our hands. But it is.  At some time or another in our lives, we are the Sanhedrin full of criticism and judgment and turning our backs to our Savior.  Are we Peter?  Sitting back and waiting to see what happens?  Waiting to see if it safe to believe, safe to step out in faith, safe to go where the Lord is leading us?  Yes, we are Peter.

When I read these passages, my heart aches for Jesus, and what he had to endure for our sake.  Even though he knew what was going to happen, and that it was all a part of the Plan – his sacrifice for us.  There have been people throughout time that have either blamed the Jews for sentencing Christ to death, or blamed the Gentiles for crucifying him, but we are all to blame.  The ultimate gift for us, though, the one that hides all our sins from the Father, is the same one that allows us to be the prodigal son…welcomed home by God with unconditional love and acceptance. 

Thank you, Jesus!  Amen. 

Friday March 26, 2010 



Matthew 26:69-75

Pastor Gary

Peter faced a serious challenge, a threat even.  What was he supposed to do?  What do you suppose he had thought he would do when he started to mingle there with the crowd in the courtyard of the high priest’s house?  What would you have done?  Would you have declared your identity as a disciple of Jesus?

Well, what do you do when you mingle here with the crowd in the “courtyard” of modern America?  The danger for Peter was much more serious, much more concrete than it ever is for us American Christians.  (That’s different for Christians in other parts of the world today.)  How quick are you to identify yourself as one of Jesus’ disciples?  Try to think of one concrete step you can take today to humbly make yourself known as a disciple of Jesus.  Then follow the example of some of Jesus’ other disciples and say, “Come, and let me introduce you to my master.”  (John 1:41 & 45-46)

Jesus, help me to be a winsome witness who isn’t afraid to be known as a disciple of yours.  Help me to invite other people to come and meet you.  Amen.

Saturday March 27, 2010 



Matthew 27:1-10

Pastor Gary

How much is Jesus worth to you?  Does that seem like a rude or disrespectful question?  May it is.  Or maybe it is the most important question any of us can ever ask ourselves, “How much is Jesus worth to me?”

Isn’t that really one way of asking the foundational question of the Christian faith?  “How much of myself am I willing to give for Jesus?”  A few coins or paper bills?  An hour a week?  A few hours a week?  All of the hours of every week?

If someone watched you live your life, watched how you use your money, your time, your home, your energy, your skills and talents, etc., what would they be able to tell about how highly you value Jesus in your life?

The religious authorities in Jerusalem paid thirty silver coins for Jesus.  Others have given up all that they have even their very lives for Jesus?  How much is Jesus worth to you?  What does your life show?

Jesus, you went to the cross for me.  Help me to be bold and full of faith to go anywhere and pay any price to follow you.  Amen
Sunday March 28, 2010 



Matthew 27:11-23

Pastor Gary

Quite a few nations in Europe still have a king or queen – Holland, Norway, Spain, Denmark, Belgium, Sweden, and, of course, the United Kingdom (where Queen Elizabeth II sits on the throne).  Of course being a king or queen these days isn’t what it used to be.  European monarchs these days have very few governmental functions and really very little power.  Still, most of those European countries who still have monarchs seem to be rather fond of them.

What kind of king is Jesus?  Is he like one of those modern European monarchs – strong on pomp and ceremony, weak in power and authority?  Is he a king that we keep up on a shelf out of the way, to be taken down from time to time to be admired and maybe polished then put back up out of the way?

That can be how we keep Jesus in our lives – as a sort of ornament, a kind of add-on to our lives that spruces it up but isn’t allow to actually do anything or get in the way.  Don’t expect Jesus to cooperate with that sort of treatment.  He is a real king, not just a figurehead.  He insists on governing our lives, directing our course, interfering with our plans, even making us uncomfortable.  But his goals for us are for our good not our harm.

Jesus, teach us trust in you to enable us freely and fully to abandon ourselves to your government over our lives.  Amen.

Monday March 29, 2010 



Matthew 27:24-31

Pastor Gary
What kind of king are you, Lord Jesus?  Just when I think I’m beginning to understand your kingship, some new facet shifts into my view, and I am again swept up into wonder and amazement, confusion and mystification.

You are the Creator of all things, all majestic vistas that we see in the sky-breaking mountains and in the vast and far-reaching oceans, all the mind-numbingly minute microbes and the whales of the sea, those living islands that plow the waves.  You design and form the delicate intricacy of the cells and systems of the human body and of the human soul.

You, the Maker of all people, made even Mary, the woman who gave birth to her own Creator.  Mystery of mysteries!

You are the King, Ruler, Master of all.  Sovereign of sovereigns!  So great is your rule and dominion that even the mocking and scourging of your enemies accomplishes the precise purpose of your will.  Indeed, the very violence your enemies poured out on you became the means of salvation even for those very enemies of yours.

Your glory and majestic rule far exceeds my imagination, great High King of heaven and earth, Jesus, my Lord and my God.
Tuesday March 30, 2010 


         Matthew 27:32-44    
Joel Buice
Irony of all Ironies

As I write this I’m looking out upon a beautifully sunny but ten degree frigid winter day.  Four squirrels are scurrying about seemingly oblivious to the cold.  Who would know from where I sit basking in the warmth from a wood stove that the bright sunlight has done little to warm the day.  Things are not always as they appear.  It must have been a similar scene at the foot of the cross of our crucified Christ.  There was Jesus hanging, bleeding, dying in agony.  To those of his followers it must have been an unbelievable reality to see their savior, the “King of the Jews” who had healed so many sick and fed so many hungry hanging lifeless upon the cross.  Yet things were not at all as they appeared.  Jesus was upon the cross not out of weakness but out of love for all humankind.  It was the ultimate sacrifice; done to reconcile and restore the brokenness between God and mankind.  It is the irony of all ironies that a King would willingly die and rise again to save mankind.  It is the irony of the cross.  The brutality of the cross is a symbol of love and eternal life in Christ.  Thank you Jesus for your selfless act of love.  

Jesus, the sacrificial Lamb of God

You came and walked upon earth’s sod

A king unlike any we had known

You restore us from the sin we’ve sown

We thank you more than words can say

For it’s in Your precious name we pray.

Wednesday March 31, 2010 


         Matthew 27:45-55    
Linda Williams

How many times have we called out to our Father in Heaven for help only to find our call not answered – especially in the way we wanted it to be?  God knows us and knows best what we need – not necessarily what we want.  How many times have we felt forsaken by God?

The last hours of Jesus’ life were spent in darkness; probably an omen of what was coming.  As Jesus was dying on the cross, he called out to God asking why God had forsaken him – not listened to him, not saved him.  Those who were watching Jesus die thought he was calling for Elijah, not God.  Nobody in the crowd around Jesus helped him.  When Jesus’ spirit was released there was chaos reigning all around – an earthquake, curtains in the temple destroyed, and rocks rolled away from tombs.  Was this God’s answer to the crowd’s disbelief?  God showing the people that Jesus really was His Son.  From the darkness came light.

When bad things happen to good people God is not punishing us or withholding His goodness from us.  He is taking care of us.  He is giving us exactly what we need even though we may not see it at the time.  God loves each of us with his whole heart and wants only the best for us – in His time and with His knowledge.  When darkness reigns in our lives, we can rest assured in God’s promises that there will be light in our lives as there was after Jesus’ death.  Jesus died that we may know the extreme love of God for each of us.

Holy and precious Father – please keep us ever mindful of Jesus Death on the cross that we may know your love for us.  Help us to live our lives like Jesus.  Amen.
Thursday April 1, 2010 


         Matthew 27:57-61    
Harry Fitzsimmons

The Bible doesn’t tell us much about Joseph of Arimathea, We know he was wealthy, a respected member of the Sanhedrin and a follower of Jesus.  He likely had some influence with the local government.  His access to Roman officials made it possible for him to approach Pilate but the motives for what he did are not explained.  Why would he risk his reputation, social standing and possibly his life just to bury a man seen by so many of Joseph’s peers as a blasphemous criminal and by the Romans as an over-zealous rabble-rouser?  Did Joseph act out of his commitment to Jewish tradition?  Out of guilt?  Was it just out of compassion or was he responding to a higher call? 

This wasn’t a passage that immediately piqued my interest.  To be honest, I selected it simply because it was the passage for April 1st, my birthday.  Joseph’s story is so brief that one might tend to gloss over it without much thought. 

It’s hard to imagine what it must have been like to witness the sheer ugliness and horror of a crucifixion.  What struck me was that, out of the darkness and despair of the moment, Joseph was moved to answer God’s call and stepped forward to take on the unsavory task of preparing the battered body of a tortured and brutally executed Jesus for the tomb.  How ironic that a wealthy member of the Sanhedrin would be called to do it!  In a sense, God had sent Joseph to clean up the mess and prepare for Christ’s return.  There is no way to know if Joseph had any idea that this was the case.  We are told simply that, when he was done, he went away.  Did Joseph know that Christ would rise again?  Had he understood when others had not? 
Verse 61 tells us that Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there opposite the tomb.  Perhaps they were simply there to mourn the loss of their beloved friend and teacher or maybe they were there because they recalled what he had told them.  It’s almost like they came to ensure that Joseph had done his job and that the way was made clear for what was to come next.
Heavenly Father, even on the darkest day that man has known, You were there, calling your people to prepare the way for what was to come. Help us to be forever mindful that, even on our darkest day, you call us to prepare the way with hope. A hope made possible by the sacrifice of your son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Friday April 2, 2010 




Matthew 27:62-66

Mary Ruth Ostrander

Guarding Jesus
Soldiers of the Pharisees and chief priests were set to guard Jesus' tomb from the disciples steeling his body to proclaim he had risen on the third day.  Yet the disciples didn't comprehend what he had meant and were so distraught they couldn't even imagine such a plan.  

I can't imagine the soldiers had much to do guarding this tomb.  In their place, I would be thinking, wondering why I was there, imagining the impact of the disciples steeling the body and ways I could prevent that theft, laughing at how someone might rise from the dead and what I might do upon hearing a knock on the stone from inside, planning what I would do when this stupid assignment was over and I was free to go back to real soldering.

Back then, I would probably not have believed Jesus would be back alive, even though I might have heard him talk.  I would wonder why the Pharisees saw a threat in the thievery of this body.  Hadn't other bodies been stolen?  Hadn't other people tried to say their Gods could do wonderful things only to be disproven.  What would make this Jesus fellow any different?  I believe I would have started to question my employers, though.

When he did come back, I believe I would have been tempted to follow Jesus.  Just to find out his secret.  What a wonderful and a terrible legacy, to have been one of the guards of the Lord's tomb, to be given such a wonderful gift to be one of the first to witness the rising of our Lord Jesus.
Lord, help me to be one of your guards, not because of fear, but because of reverence and faith.  Help me to truly believe you can knock on closed doors (stones) and to open those doors no matter what might be behind them.  Help me to follow you, believing in your words.  Help me to proclaim your good news.  Amen.
Saturday April 3, 2010  


          Matthew 28:1-10    
Adam Hungerford
Rejoice! He has risen!

The Angel of the Lord announced Jesus resurrection to those who would come seek Him. They came to pay their respects but surely carried a spirit of sadness, mourning, and loss. The message they heard proclaimed by the angel of the Lord was that they should not be afraid, that He is out with his people, that their own inquiry would be satisfied, and that they should go with haste and tell others. In their joy they found new hope. In what was seemingly lost they found new purpose. The Son of God rose from the dead!

We ourselves may have heard the message before. Christ has risen! He has proven victory over death! We have been called to believe! Is Christ your savior?

If so we are now to have the same haste and purpose which we see in Mary after she hears the news. We are called to share the reality we have heard, the reality we have seen, the reality we profess. As this Lenten season comes to a close let us move with joy in the knowledge of things passed, through our current call to proclaim Christ ourselves, and with the hope and confidence of things yet to come. Someone around you may be ready to hear you proclaim, “Christ has risen! Christ lives! For you and for me!”

Lord, I pray that I may be fully aware of those around me who need to hear the Gospel, who need to hear Christ proclaimed. I pray that I will be ready to share my joy, to share my new life, to share Christ’s light with others in a dark and dying world.  Amen

Thanks to Deb Stamp for the cover art.  Thanks to Tom Knight for choosing the passages.  Thank you to everyone else who participated in writing this season's devotional.  If you enjoyed reading this one, there will be more opportunities in the future to participate.  The only requirements are an ability to read the Bible, an ability to think about what the Bible is saying to you for that passage, and the ability to write your thoughts down for that passage.  It is through this type of sharing that we all grow.
I hope you have enjoyed this devotional and I hope the concepts, ideas, and insights have been helpful.  I apologize for any errors I may have made in editing this devotional.  I am only human and I do have much to learn still.

You can find a digital copy on the Church website under North Church Special Requests. 
 www.Northpres.com
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