


THE ART OF APOLOGY
Rev. Gary Chorpemning

[l this aridcle seems famillar, thot's beoese
i's @ reprint. | first wrove this plece for the
North Ssor in May 2006, It reccived @ kx of
comment of the rime and is, | bolleve, wortk

ombamassenent That may bave remliced ™ In a
statement bke Gas oae, we have somcthing tha
Jooks a lot like an apology dut that lacks soese
of B clements Gt are mecomsary for a
salement 1o be a geowine spology. It is bike 2
piece of silver plated cardbosed. 1f you find @
discovered 3 valuable ploce of precious esceal.
Bot when you pick # up, you realize agam ot
appearances can be docciving.

Thore are at least four clements that an
apology mest have if it is 0 b 3 goowino,
penceal apology.

FIRST, % apology really  should
addross some particular thing that you &d or




that & was you who &d &, if you really &0
that the other persoa was genuinely hurt by
your actions, then you will show that by

promising © fry nol %o ropet the hunfol
bebavior

Do motice that 1 say “TRY not 1 repeat
the bchavior.”™ We are all Slhible and imperfoct
will still somsetimes fial 10 live up 10 our best
imleoions. We should pecamise more than we
can reasceadly do.  And really no reasomable
person should expect that you will Beceme
soddenly infalible, bocawsc i truth sch a
person undorstands that they Domscives ace not
infaliEble.

In this situation # really is your geowine
intenticn and your seriows offet W avoid
hurting theen again is What matiors most.  If
poople reCogMe OUr pemine commitmest and
boocst cffort o do well, they will be mach
maoro able to tolorate and foegive ouer failurcs.

Apologizieg is a2 trely  importas)
Christiso 3k8l, onc that we 2l mest Jearn well
and practice without hesitaion. B tiis life we
will 3l contione 10 sruggle with o fallibibity
and tendoncy toward sin.  That means hat as
Joag s we hve @ feliowship with others, we
will regulasly give ourscives tho opportenity 1o
peactice Res ant of spolopiring.  Remceber
S




Children &
Youth Ministry

Though | will contend $hat parnt of
ey cole at NPC is to provide disciploship
programmny and mentorship for e
children and leenssers of the church,
youth ministry is not MY job. Actually R is
he job of gach individual who is pant of
tha ; Youth ministry is, in
fact, OUR job,

VWhen formal youth ministry
programs bogan, churches and Chiistian
organzations quickly divided chisddeen and

Qamos, gross food, and songs ladon with
hand motions. For the culture of that tene,
the mid-1580s, ths was very effocive.
Many teens caene %o know Christ through
dffecont Camp eXpenences, Some 100k
Part in SevicE programs, and aimost all
furtheced the growth of the movemnent by

Youth Ministry Is Not My Job

Kristen George

find myse¥ having “Ah-ha”™ moments,
although this ministry model s quite
different than the “glory days” of the 16803
Young Life movement, #t does seem 1o
make a it of sense. Nt anly doos this
model seem o make logical sense, but @
15 @ BDkcal approach 10 youth ministry,
So what &5 “family based youth
minislry™? This moded is based on two
concepts. The first concept relates 1o the
biological tamdy of childeen and assents
that pavents, who are the rumber one
influence in their chidren’s fves, are
primanly responsidie for the discipleship of
thek chidren. The family based moded
redarns $he oy and responstiity of
discipieship 10 the pavents of chdren,
parcuiarly by ciing the Biblical directive
for pacents 10 engage in the discpleship
process. Shorlly after the ten comenand-
ments ae given in Docteronomy, the

ivviing friends. However, a5 our Amencan folowing command is giver: “Love the

culture i changing, the ways in which weo

mmmmn

chédron and 100nagers is also .
In the past fow months | harve beon

Lord your God with all your heart and with
&F your soul and with all your sicength.
These commandments $hat | give you
today a0 10 Do upon you hearts. Impross

My\dmmnm thom on your children. Talk about themn

Sdout this approach 1o ministry, the more |

when you sit at home and when you walk
along the t0ad, when you e down and
when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on
your hands and bind them on your foee-




heads. Write them on the doorframes of
your houses and on your gates.”

(Devteronomy 6:4-9) We can deduce from
thes passage that God hopes for parents o
continue teaching His story and hes laws %0

chideon.
The second concopt, and the
rea30n why each porson i the church is

onmaumuwmmm
thete are two samlarnties common among
those who were raised in the church and
have continued involvement after high
school graduasion. Fiest, these young

aduits had parents who modeled faith as a

pricrity at home, Second, aimost ol of
thom had meaningful, mentorning relabion-
ships with muftiple adults in thewr church
whon growing up.  This is why youth

minisiry cannot be my job, but must be our

b oven # | am able 10 conmect with and

mentor each child in the NPC famly, | will

88 onily be one other adult in that child's

Mo, and one is not encugh.  One workshop
| attended proposed this framework: when
our SYM groups go 10 a workcamp, we are
toquired 10 bring oo adult loader for every

§ kids that attend. This new framework
Sgg0ests that we revorso the ratio and
seek 10 meaningiully connect each chid
and 100nager with 5 mentoring adults.

have a kasting effect on that
a7 This does not require a significant

amount of your time o energy, but can be

« Siop by a sports or performing ants
evonl. Many of owr iads are involved in

« Send notes or cards kx significant days

. T*mmmm'

mmmwmumu
thom. Be sure %0 follow up on your
COPVErsation neat Bime you see him of
het.

o Wyou have & parSicular skill or interost
you woudd e 10 share with a student
{cooking, crafis,. hunting. gardening.
oic ) It me know. It is possible that we
have a shudent with & sieralar intorost
who would ergoy leaming from you.

» Join me in keeping track of our
studends after high school geaduation.
Particutarly carly in the fall as students

1 hope that you will consider your
oan gifts, time, and interests, and sook
God's drection on how you Can creale
meaningful relationship with some of the
childeen and youth ot our church. i you
have other ideas you want 10 share or

done through small steps to show students would le more information on this model

it you e about theen and that you

#nd how we will implemsent 2 & NPC 1o

care about Christ. The following is a short. meet the unique needs of cwr students,
st of some tips | have gotten fom vanous  please et mo know,

OOk, workshops 203 Oher resoucos.




A\pad 12th enasked
(‘_-: COMM s vins it
of Notth Chaech'™s
Serme-arvmaal [xam
Nights.  North
Charch 'l‘qo"_-f "'
Joots o over 100
EXC sradents Jusmy
e 4 capht cvent. A
wide g of
woadonts took

P antagx ol oo
t‘f‘(ﬂ SOOEL. SO

N'\,-iq O Cat by

ABscn ‘:-‘ik\ "1‘-' ‘*’n wos 1 the Benbane Room
B the wed colfees and

o Wik others care

A

r\,.x\,- work aceoss tables, a dodcated Covw Canrs Cont

80 sproad thay

Iy movics (The Paadens and dhe Feog and bakbean),

aid Lorne s Bor comvenatioa and pood food

| would bke o caxtond 3 foll Beartied thatdk vou 10
everpone who made Focss Naghts ponsadle. Maay of
yors brospie food and driaks, aod »ome of you Booughs
LU T-C\' Thanks “\-:_ ] "-' atad kl‘n’(n'. 'l}-( wadcoh
were overored 50 have 30 mouch debosous food. Reep
the woudeam who vauted Noeth Church for o
Nyhis 0 your peayens, Masy of thom ase 0ot Christisen

and 33 ooe soudent staaed. “T've sever boen i 2 chuech
before.” Now they know we are bere and they know we Ed aed Adaeec Adaen bas post declared pobacal
care. Pray that we stoct aginl screnice 10 Be the only troe schonce. . Ed found

o e 8 Comacal statcmment J

Dates for the Spring:

Nesis in Space and Time,

A -

Where: The Manse: 312 Irvine Pl




OUTREACH COMMITTEE
NOTES FROM APRIL 6™ MEETING

L What is tho pomber ono foar of Amerivans?  **
Tolking to strangers !!!

On the other hamd, Serving is 2 roasonable task 1o ask of the average “coward™ in the
Body of Christ.  Anyone can do simplo acts of Kindaoss. . .,

. We must bo willing %o do doods of love with the boart of a sorvant.. If we
CXPOCt 10 pain a0 audicnce with the waiching world.

. Bothe Good nows before you spoak the good news. . .

IV, O role is 20 enjoy the Bow of God's life through us as we share owr joy with
others,

Five discoveries that empower evangelism

1. People histen when we treas them ke friends.

2. When we serve, boarts a0 lowchad.

3. As we sorve, we redefine the pesception of & Chniatuan.
4. Doing the message peocodes telling the mossage.

5. Focus on plaating mot harvesting.

In the coming months what do we want to accomplish as
Servant evangelist here at North Pres?

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE NEXT
OUTREACH MEETING
MAY 18™ @ 7PM-KEYSER LIBRARY

Please call Curt Ripley with any questions...732-0562,
“Conspiracy of Kindness"...Steve Sjogren




A View from the Pew:

Focused
Have you neticed that some poople are frestratiogly focused? Dntrusion imno their thowghts may
resslt in a shoggish incoborent rosponsc. They soem 80 have Boem in another reality. Most
incradibly Socusod people are vacuums machines raking in toas of information they can ceganiee
it ineo & cooative result,

Foousod he was, aad 0 be sare, il you were in his sSteation, focusod you would wast o be, M
wik & rough world, and the Roman emperor’s cosrts were net inlerestod in bearing abowt a
Jewith peophet they cnucifiod 70 years prior. Guasded by 10 or 50 1ough Roman soldiers, his
foroed traveling companions wore awaro of the temssons. They weee on their way %o Rome from
Anthoch where Ignatius had served oo the Jocal Bishop.  No one is sere why Ignativs no afoul of
the brw bet ix safe 10 assume be was critacal of the obligatory practice of eosperor woeshap.

There were cyes following the band cvery siep of the way. [t prodably made the gusad, whoem he
calied lcopards and boasts, touchy and intitable, Wioed of their progress traveled quickly. The
Socal cherches had beea alocned. As the military provession armived oear a charch’s crosssoads,
thay were met by local church repecientatives beariag food and support. 1t was this meliiplc

situation which Ignatius was the first 1o apply the teem “catholic™ (sniversal) o the
cherch & the body of Oheist. Ipnatius meploted them 1o listen 1o their individual bedops becase
there was no ovorall authority vet,

Such an explosive situstion roquired focwnod attention of lgnativs” witimate cbjoctive was to be
achicved. There were, as in all apes, yousg fiechaands who might, with the aid of a bady of Bie-
minded mon, try to free Igratims. His intertions were 8o stay a8 peisoncr and moct tho arcna's
blood thirsty crowd,

Ignatius” position may scem steange. Caven the circumstances, his wish not 10 be eescued &5
possibly understandable. However, Ipsation sent sacssspes that his goal wis nothing Jess than to
be ground betwoen the toeth of beasts. They did and he was (Coliscum)!

Ignatius found a differieg reality--oo0 which be could foows oa 10 the exclusion of other things.
His selatioenhip with the Risen Savioe was o buessag and beilliant he considered i, as a leader in
Cheint’s chonch, am hoaor 1o be sacrificod for Josus ia the arcea.

Igmatius was well traimed foc his position and mission. It was oaly a fow yean carticr that be sat
at the foct of the Agostle John, the beloved disciple. I was Jobn whose "Revelation™ bt the fire
of valoe o martyrdom (Masty? moans wilness).

There are scads we travel today wheee we are surmoundad by those who repect Jesus. There sec
some who peopose 8 Christianity with a Savior who is loss than God. There are those who
suggest there a0 ofbcr ways o salvation. Styieg focused, as Ignatius did oo the road 1o Roese,
is @ mocessity.

Seo Ya Ssnday - Sty focused!
Barry L. Colyer
May 2010



North Presbyterian Church's Community Kitchen Effort

Itis official, North Presbyterian Church is Hosting the 1* Friday of the
month, &t the Community Kitchen. The last installment of the North Star had
us at another time, but we are going to be there from 9 AM to IPM, give or
take some 1S5 minutes,

The format is simple: *find something in their Pantry, and make lunch',
We will be feeding about 75 people for the meal. We can make the food
‘gourmet’, rustic, ‘comfort food', or plain. We will buy something 0
accompany the already existing food there.

I do want to recognize those of North Presbyterian Church , having
served initially at the Kitchen's inception: Lois Patno, Ann Gawenus, Pam
Carrosio, and others yet to honor.

The location of the Kitchen is ; between the Chemung County Nursing
Facility and Saint Joseph's Hospital, next to Saint Peter & Paul's Church, on
the East side of Elmira. All are welcome, “no questions asked™, We need
about 8 volunteers to staff the event. We do not serve the food unless one
cannot come to the window. Except for ‘the greeter’ all work will be done in
the kitchen. See Curt Ripley about this job.

Most cities of size have such a vital food distribution delivery vehicle
like this kitchen. It is clean and well stocked, as for utensils. The Kitchen is
like ours, being stainless steel, & it has 2 commercial ovens & a huge
convection oven 1 used to make croditons for the salad, in about 10 minutes.

Please prayerfully consider the opportunity to “Feed My Sheep”, and
help shoulder the burden of feeding His Own,

Noel Weigel 734-3411




THIS SPELLS
HELP FOR LOTS OF
FAMILIES ;T'HIS

@ o7 W dLi

LETTER CARRIERS’
Sfil.. FOOD DRIVE

SAT. MAY 8, 10 & %

PUT YOUR NON-PERISHABLE DONATION

IN A BAG BY YOUR MAILBOX.
WE'LL DELIVER IT TO A LOCAL FOOD BANK.

[ = ,0






