Sunday November 29, 2009



Isaiah 1:1-18

Chris Taylor

The Cry of my Soul

A Prayer inspired from reading Isaiah 1: 1-18

Oh Lord, my God, you have brought me up as your child but I have rebelled against you.  I do not know you as my master.  I do not understand your ways.  I am loaded with guilt and corrupt. I have forsaken you and turned my back on you.  Why do I keep rebelling against you?  From the soles of my feet to the top of my head there is nothing good in me.  Please hear my prayer.  Wash me, Lord, and make me clean.  Help me to stop doing wrong. Help me to learn to do what is right.  Help me to learn to seek justice. Give me a heart able and willing to help the oppressed.  Help me to defend the cause of the fatherless and plead the case of the widow.  I believe that you will do this work in me because you have promised it in your word.  You have promised to me though my sins are like scarlet they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson they shall be as wool.  You promise me forgiveness and healing.  Your promise gives me hope.  I believe in you and I believe in your word.  Only you can take the burden of guilt and sin from me.  I know that it must pain you that I come with this prayer so often.  Help me, Lord, to do better.  Give me eyes to see you at work around me.  Give me ears to hear your voice.  I cannot do this without you.  I can do nothing without you.  I am nothing without you.  Help me to never forget this.  In the name of Jesus Christ, my Lord, I pray.  Amen.

Monday November 30, 2009


Isaiah 1:21-27, 2:1-5

Frank Heinsohn

As many of you know this has been a trying time for my family and I with a job loss in February and now the need to move to Maryland to find what I think is a more secure and longer term position with the Department of the Navy.  With the need to search for housing and making all new connections it can be rather daunting.  Job loss and a move are listed among several of the most stressful situations that people face.  Of course we have had two of those in the last year.  Along comes this reading from Isaiah that talks first about an unfaithful city in Chapter 1:21-27 and then goes on to discuss the reign of Jesus as arbiter and judge in the final days in Chapter 2:1-5.  

God is talking through the prophet Isaiah to say that we really don’t need to worry about the tough times and the perceived injustices that we experience.  God is in control and sometimes we are having impurities removed from us like dross from the silver.  In the end, Jesus will sit as ultimate judge between nations and be the arbiter of disputes.  We will no longer need weapons of war (uh oh another job search when the Department of Navy is no longer needed) because He is ultimately in control and will lead us through all trials and tribulations and we will walk in the light of the Lord.  All nations and peoples will worship the true God.  That is personally a relief to me because it is all about God and not about me.   

Our Heavenly Father we long for the day when weapons of war are no longer needed and Jesus is judge for all disputes.  Watch over us and guide us in the mean time, but allow us a glimpse of what that looks like to sustain us when times seem tough.  In Jesus holy name we pray.  Amen

Tuesday, December 1




Isaiah 2:6-22

Linda Palmer

The Day of the Lord

This is a very powerful passage in the Book of Isaiah that could have been written now to describe America rather than a period seven hundred years before Jesus was born when Israel was falling into sin and away from God.  My NIV Study Bible states that “Isaiah is a book that unveils the full dimensions of God’s judgment and salvation…The awful judgment that will be unleashed upon Israel and all the nations that defy God is called ‘the day of the Lord.’  It is a day associated in the NT with Christ’s second coming and the accompanying judgment.”

Our culture is so caught up in materialism, with satisfying every wish, with looking the best, being the best, having the best – it’s all about the individual.  America is experiencing some very difficult times that I cannot say are not associated with her move away from God and into sin.  Will captivity by “Babylonian’s” be next or are we already captives?   We need to focus, not just during Advent, but all through the year on Jesus.  That is so easy to say, and yet very difficult to achieve during the pressures of our every day lives. “But you must return to your God; maintain love and justice, and wait for your God always.” Hosea 12:6

Do we start and end the day with prayer?  Do we ask Jesus for guidance before we make decisions or take actions?   “…whatever you ask for in prayer, believe you have received it, and it will be yours.” Mark 11:34

God keeps leading me to verse twenty-two that states “Stop trusting in man who has but a breath in his nostrils.  Of what account is he?”  Prayer is the path that will lead us to Jesus, to a relationship with our Father in Heaven.  We need hope and we need joy.  We need to live with the assurance of our salvation; we need to live like we really believe all of the words we say and sing each week in church.

Jesus is our Good News, our hope and our joy!  With our eyes focused on Him, we can handle the uncertainties and stresses of daily living.  Through prayer and discernment, we can begin to understand how God is using those experiences to shape us as His children.  “Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world – 

cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does – comes not from the Father but from the world.  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.”  1 John 2:15-17  


Dear God– I pray for this congregation and our families and our community that this Advent is the beginning of a new time – a time when Christ is really at the center of our lives.  Please help us put our faith and trust in Him.  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”  Ephesians 1:3   AMEN

Wednesday December 2



Isaiah 5:1-7

Davey Ostrander

God’s Will, Not Ours

This passage tells me that no matter what my will is, nothing will happen unless it is God’s Will.  My own personal struggles are proof of just that.  Up until six years ago, my life was a total mess.  The only time I prayed was when I was in a jam and could think of no other way.  I call these fox hole prayers.  We have to remember that without a good foundation in God, we cannot move forward.  Until I started coming back to church and turned my will over to God, nothing seemed to change.  Since that time, my days start with silent prayer, meditation and listening to God.  If we remember that God is our father and let him lead us, he will not lead us astray.  

This passage reminds me of Jesus’ Teaching in John 15:5, “I am the vine you are the branches, if a man remains in me and I in him he will bear much fruit; apart from me he can do nothing.”  We can do nothing without God as number one in our lives.  No matter how fertile the land, how good the plants, the man could not grow good grapes.  Without God, our lives are a wasteland.  

God is a loving God and if we remember He is in control, He will give us blessings beyond belief.  Let us remember to honor God daily, as I will honor him forever.

Heavenly Father, Thank you for all the blessings you bestow on us.  Help us to remember that you are the one true God.  Help us to remember you are the master gardener and only through you we are redeemed.  Help us to listen for your guidance and to hear your work.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen

Thursday December 3




Isaiah 19:16-25

Chris Miller

Dear Lord 

Please guide me and direct me to share an inspirational note reflecting your words. Share with me your inspiration and spirit to convey your works. Dear Lord only you can clear the way for me to be safe in your light and to understand your sacrifice. Dear Lord as You showed the Egyptians, show me the boundaries in which I need to stand. Believing in you will give me everlasting life. Thank you dear Lord, In Jesus name amen.

 

In reading this passage I felt that people fear God, but if you listen God creates opportunities to learn and grow with his guidance. God establishes boundaries and shows people how to sacrifice and to believe together in his spirit. I sacrifice through tithing, fasting and thinking of others, by giving up of oneself to serve the Lord. I was afraid of serving God in church. I did not feel worthy. After much prayer and support from my church family I have overcome my fear and feel safe with God in my heart and soul. I feel that I can overcome any obstacle because I am a child of God. God is everywhere when you believe. Thanks be to God!

Friday December 4




Isaiah 21:6-12

Tom  Knight
Hope in Darkness
In ancient times, a watchman would stand in a high tower, on alert for enemies that may be coming towards the city.  This passage speaks specifically about the fall of Babylon, her seductive power and religion being eroded away, the carved images being crushed into the ground, finally her hold on the Judean people at an end. The second part of the passage speaks of a general cry for the time of night it is…and the answer is haunting. The future holds both hope and judgment. There is no time placed upon how long that night will last, but it is sure to be dark.


Many times throughout history, God has allowed his people to go through terrible things. The occupation of the Hebrews under the oppression of the Egyptians, the horrible times of the judges when everyone did what was right in his own eyes, the capture of Judah and enslavement of the Jew by the Babylonians. Yet every time, there came deliverance. Moses led his people out of Egypt to the Promised Land, eventually Samuel helped to crown a king who would lead the Israelites to military power, the decree by Cyrus that the Jews could go back to their homeland and rebuild the Temple.


In the midst of this rich history, we anticipate the coming of a Savior, the Savior. He is coming to bring deliverance from the blackest night that appears to have no end. He is hope for us and those who have suffered under oppression. Our liberation is at hand…the Messiah comes not only for His own, but for all who are His.

Most High Heavenly Father, in the midst of our lives which give us so much distress, let us reflect on your past deliverances of your people. Let us hold fast to the promises you made us and trust in the redemption you have promised. Take our fear and turn it to hope, no matter how dark it may seem. Let us look forward to your blessed light, and then pass it on to a world that so desperately needs it.  In your Son’s precious name who gave His life for us, Amen 

Saturday December 5




Isaiah 22:8b-23

Barb Fitzsimmons

In this prophecy about Jerusalem Isaiah tells the people that they have built up their arsenals and walls and secured their water supply to prepare for attacks on the city but they have neglected to ask God for his help or guidance. Instead they eat and drink heartily because they may die. Because of this Shema, who is charge of the palace is challenged and told that Eliakem will be given his robe, his authority and will be father to Judah and the key to the Davidic heritage. In The Message in verse 24 it says “everything will hand on him-not only the fate of the Davidic descendants but also the detailed daily operations of the house including the cups and the cutlery.

During the season of Advent and the days leading up to Christmas how often are we like the house of Judah? We build up our arsenals of presents and baked goods, secure the groceries and guest list for a fabulous feast, and in our rush to have a “perfect “celebration set aside the One whom we celebrate?  

Heavenly Father, in our Preparation for the “perfect feast” let us not lose sight of the Perfect One who we celebrate. 

In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

Sunday December 6



Isaiah 24:1-18

Joel Buice

A Glorious Restoration
Destruction, judgment, wrath, desolation….these are unpleasant words that describe what God has said will happen prior to Jesus’ second coming.  Isaiah received visions of these events nearly 700 years before Christ’s birth.  Jesus himself spoke of these times in the 24th chapter of Matthew’s gospel and the apostle Paul in 2 Peter chapter 3 reiterates the same message nearly 30 years following Jesus’ death.   We live in a world where sin is pervasive and where we often find it difficult to experience joy.  As I write this, I am looking outside my window at the glorious beauty of God’s creation.  The colors of autumn are brilliant and pleasing to the eye.  It is hard to imagine that one day, the earth will be consumed by fire and the beauty we behold each day will be no longer.  Yet, as Christians we don’t have to dwell on these thoughts.  We know that Jesus came to save us from this desolation and it is in him and him alone that we have our salvation.  The infant of Bethlehem, born of the flesh but fully divine will come again and will make all things new.  How do we know?  Because He said so.  Amen.

Destruction, desolation, judgment and doom

Do not despair

Christ is our Shield our Defender our Friend

He is the Alpha the Omega the beginning and the End. 

Oh holy Jesus, we adore and praise you for your selfless act of redemption.  Help us to spread your Gospel to our hurting world as we long for your return and an end to all pain and suffering.  In your holy name we pray.  Amen.  

Monday December 7




Isaiah 24:19-25:5

Tom Knight

Hope in Darkness

The end of chapter 24 speaks of the condemnation of the earth due to the transgressions it carries. The fear that God’s wrath carries stretches form Heaven to Earth…affecting all. Chapter 25 suddenly switches to a song of praise. In God’s wise plan, the city has been destroyed and the needy and the poor vindicated.


God is not interested in the self-sufficient. God is not interested in what we can do for Him. God is not recruiting us so that we can look after His interests. God is not interested in how much we can give, what we look like, how we make His life easier or what we bring to the party. We are the needy and the oppressed. We are in need of an intervention. 


As we understand that we were in dire straights when we became Christians, it becomes time for action. Action born out of the fact that we have been given a tremendous gift we cannot repay. Since we ourselves were once poor and oppressed, we should look upon others with eyes of compassion, and pray that they might receive the same gift.

Most High Heavenly Father, thank-you so much for coming into our lives. We appreciate all that you have done for us, and realize there is no way we can repay that debt. We do ask that you would use us as a vessel to bring that gift to others who are in the same situation we once were…and look forward to giving You the honor, glory and praise.  In your Son’s precious name who leads us in Your way, Amen 

Tuesday December 8




Isaiah 25:6-26:6

Karen Moshier

The Feast

What a feast will be set before us!  Just imagine:  caviar, filet mignon, the finest champagne, strawberries dipped in dark chocolate …

 What a picture of God’s kingdom!  A place where we can eat and drink to our heart’s delight, with no calories or heartburn or hangovers.

 A place where the shroud that keeps us in the dark is torn off.  Where death is swallowed up forever!      

A place where God wipes away all the tears from our faces:  tears of grief, tears of disappointment, tears of despair, tears of pain, tears of longing, tears of shame.  Enough tears to fill the seven seas.    

Okay, so where’s the catch?  How much will it cost us?  Absolutely nothing!  Christ has paid the price for our tickets to this eternal banquet.  We can come as we are.  This feast is for all, regardless of position or merit.  Perfection is not required.  The oppressed and poor, the ragamuffins and sinners are welcome, but the proud and the clever will be turned away. 

Our God, the Sovereign Lord, is preparing this feast for us right now.  

Sovereign Lord, we praise you for your infinite grace and love for us.  We hold fast to this vision of your kingdom, where sorrow and death are no more.  We eagerly anticipate the feast of rich blessings which you have prepared for us.  We thank you that you do not invite us based on our efforts, for we could never deserve it, but based on Christ’s sacrifice for us.  We trust in your mighty hand.  We rejoice and are glad in your salvation.  Amen.

See you at the feast!
Wednesday December 9



Isaiah 26:7-21

Mary Ruth Ostrander

So, what’s this passage mean?  That’s a good question, really; one that I struggled with for a while.


In verse 21 I see the promise that God will come.  I believe that could be either Christ’s birth or Christ’s ultimate return.  At some pint the dead will be raised from the dirt as they were as Jesus death according to Mathew 27:52, and have been promised to do at end times in Revelation 20:12-13.  This coming of Christ, I believe, is the direct tie into advent.


So what about the indirect tie?  The majority of the passage talks about God’s punishment, how we worship Him, and the history of people with other Gods.  It talks about how we have tried to save ourselves and have not succeeded.  Verse 18 stresses that people have not brought salvation to earth through our own efforts.  Jesus’ purpose in being here was to bring people to God, to forgive our sins, to set a path to God, to establish this salvation that people were pursuing.


This passage emphasizes the need people had for the birth of a human savior.  It tells why Jesus’ coming was so important.


Lord, than you for sending your son to bring us salvation.  Thank you for giving us your word so we can see the value you have placed on us in preparing us for your coming.  Help us be worthy of that value.  Amen

Thursday December 10



Isaiah 21-1-13

Sharon Evans

When I was first asked to write a devotional for the Advent season, I was happy to volunteer as I had really enjoyed the Lenten devotionals and reading what my fellow Believers felt and thought as they discussed their assigned passages.  When asked to choose a passage, I joked that I would take a leap of faith and choose a passage without reviewing the words.  Not quite sure what God has in mind for me with this passage but “challenge” is the first word that comes to mind.  As I reviewed the first verse: “In that day the Lord with his hard and great and strong sword will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent, Leviathan the twisting serpent, and he will slay the dragon that is in the sea”, I knew I had some searching to do.  I am, however, thankful for the learning and growth opportunity this exercise has blessed me with.

Our God is all powerful and promises in the day of the Messiah that there will be victory over Satan as described in Isaiah as Leviathan, the fleeing and twisting serpent.  How awesome is this message.  There is nothing that is greater than our God and even though the serpent is resisting God in every way (fleeing and twisting), he will be destroyed.  Isaiah prophesies the ultimate defeat of Satan when the Kingdom of the Messiah conquers all.

Verses 2 through 6 speak of the blossoming of Israel under the care of God.  “Every moment, I will water it”.  “I guard it day and night”.  “Let them lay hold of my protection”.  “Let them make peace with me”.  We can only be fruitful when we take hold of the strength of the Lord.  As long as we hold on to our own strength, what we really have is weakness.  If we rely on the Lord, the result is his blessing.  He will care for us and we will enjoy the blessings of his care.

Verses 7 through 9 speak of the Lord’s mercy.  “has He smitten them as he smote those who smote them?”  “Have they been slain as their slayers were slain?” The Lord shows his mercy to Israel even though there was a price to pay for going astray, he did not strike them as severely as He did the other nations that went astray.  “Therefore, by this the guilt of Jacob will be expiated”.  The Lord shows his mercy by covering our sin.  This is fulfilled in the Kingdom of the Messiah.  

“For the fortified city is solitary, a habitation deserted and forsaken”.  This speaks to the city of man which is made desolate by the judgment of the Lord.  We need to put our hope, our confidence and our expectations in the hands of our Lord, not in the misguided and corrupt world surrounding us.

“In that day from the river Euphrates to the Brook of Egypt, the Lord will thresh out the grain, and you will be gathered one by one, O people of Israel”.  A great trumpet will blow and all will come to worship the Lord on the holy mountain.  This paints the picture of a wonderful sight where we are all gathered in one place to worship and praise our God.

As you prepare to go about your normal routine today, remember these words and the knowledge that the Lord has fulfilled his promise to his people through the gift of his son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Dear Lord:  As the Christmas season approaches, help me to stay more focused on the gift of your Son and less concerned with the worldly pressures in my busy life.  I know that you are an awesome and all powerful God and that I can rely on your strength to help me through any issue or crisis I may face in my life.  Nurture me today so that I may blossom under your care and receive your blessing.  

In Jesus Name

Amen

Friday December 11




Isaiah 29:1-8

Emily Burleigh
Just Assign me One

“Just assign me one.” This was my response to Mary Ruth’s inquiry as to whether I wanted to choose a specific passage for the advent devotional. When I received her email several days later and sat down to read my assigned passage I was instantly aware of my error. ( When one sits down to write a devotion that will be read amidst twinkling lights and the smell of freshly baked cookies, one hardly expects to be confronted by “Woe!” and “lament” and “mourning”. In fact, these very words quickly eliminate any ‘warm and fuzzy’ anecdotes a person might use to write a devotion. So I sat, staring at my passage, wiling it to transform itself into something nicer, softer, more comfortable. And after a few moments, it became quite clear what I needed to do…

I quickly read our family’s second assigned passage (Matthew…wise men…stars…how easy could it get…) and later that evening informed my husband, Brandon, HE had been assigned Isaiah and I was confident he could come up with something wonderfully profound. ( This solution bought me several days of absolution but it was soon apparent it would bring me no satisfaction.  This was the Word of God, the word of MY God and I was attempting to shuffle it along so quickly, assuming it held nothing for me. So I began to read my passage again… and again, wondering and praying and yet…nothing. So I closed the pages of my Bible, resolved to think on it bit more and possibly revisit my first solution.

The next day as I sat reading my passage, I decided to zoom out, surely there was something in the near vicinity that could offer me an olive branch. And what I found were more warnings, more lamenting, more fierce judgment by the measured hand of a God whose very holiness made it a requirement. In the midst of those readings, however, I also found a people not unlike myself. A people who were all too quick to shuffle aside the discomfort of the vastness between themselves and a holy God. A people so arrogant they questioned, “Who is he trying to teach? What is he trying to explain here?” (Isaiah 28:9). And yet, like me, they were a people loved, in spite of their arrogance. A people loved in spite of their filth. A people loved so fully by a holy God, He was preparing to give His Son. A people loved so fully by a Son, He was preparing to take on flesh, and walk the earth and feel the stab of our arrogance. A people loved so fully by a Father He was giving up everything so that we, an unholy people, might one day experience a joy and gladness that will overcome us. (Isaiah 35:10) Amidst the twinkling and the sweet aroma of this beautiful holiday, may we pause, with sober mind, to consider the sacrifice, to consider the wrath deferred, to consider the painful beauty in the Gift we have been given.  

Father, as we enter this Christmas season filled with joy and celebration, we pause to thank you for the gift of your Son. We can never truly appreciate your grace without first considering our debt. Without understanding the vastness that falls between a Holy God and his fallen people, we could never perceive the value of the gift we have been given. As we go throughout this day, gently stir our hearts to consider this gift. Remind us of the beauty of your grace and renew our minds to the joy of our salvation in you. In the name of your Son, Jesus. Amen.

Saturday December 12



Isaiah 29:13-24

Adam Hungerford

Woe to the Proud

In this third woe, foretold by Isaiah, God is preparing judgment upon His people for their own pride and self-dependence. This passage points out that, while He received worship from His people, it was an act of process and protocol rather than an act of true heart worship. The people attempted to make their own plans, to hide their actions, without the counsel of the Lord. They were mistaken in thinking that God was not watching. Judgment was coming!

As pronounced by Isaiah, the Coming Kingdom would deeply impact the people’s world, their way of operating. Their world will be turned upside down. The deaf, those who do not understand, will come to hear and understand God’s Truth. The blind, those spiritually unaware of God, will come to see and sense His work. The meek and the humble will find joy in the Lord and the proud will be cut off.


Restoration is coming! Take joy in knowing that the redemptive work of Christ is taking place. Have hope in knowing that “God has chosen the poor in the world to be rich in the faith” (James 2:5). We are the heirs of the promised kingdom. In the midst of our worldly struggles God’s restorative plan is at work.


Lord, while the world around us may focus on the temporal things of power, wealth, knowledge, and achievement, let us focus our hearts on your love and grace. It is through your love and grace that you have provided your Son Jesus as our Savior, as our Salvation. In this Advent season let us remember Your wondrous works with your people past. Let us live with hope and assurance of Your continued works in our present time. Let us live with diligence preparing for the Coming Kingdom and with the confidence that Your Will be done in its fullest form.

Amen

Sunday December 13




Isaiah 30:18-26

Noel Weigel


Certainly Isaiah is telling about his perceptions of the Powerful, Gracious and Providing God.  He does not delight in gold, but He Listens to our cries, allows adversity, yet gives true vision.

He is not superficial, but is our Creator and He knows our needs.


The truly great asset the Bible provides for me is the connectedness of this world and a world 2500 years ago.  We still have cattle, we still tend them (not me, but farmers), and look to God to provide enough water for our drinking and growing of crops for food.  This is the God we wait upon, and this is the God who delivers on His Promises.


But He does not abide His people falling away, and He will go to great lengths to bring His people back to Himself.  He is like the father in the front seat on a long trip, with misbehaving kids, just waiting for a response.  It is understandable that the question,  'Do I have to stop the car and come back there to separate you two?' is bound to occur.  As much as the children are loved, only so much can be tolerated.


We should expect the same from the Unchanging, Gracious, Loving Father.  He is here to Judge me, chasten me, lead me and thrill me, just as He is to you.

Thank you, Holy One, for allowing us to speak about you, and listening to our cries, and stopping our cries. We know there is no power on Earth Greater than you, and we Praise you for the protection and bounty you provide.  Allow us to align ourselves to Your Will, in Your way, in Jesus' the Christ, Amen

Monday December 14



Isaiah 31:1-3, 32 1-8

Adam Hungerford

Woe to those whose trust is not in the Lord

A fifth woe is now delivered to God’s people. Assyria was rising up against Judah. Help was needed. Where would they go? Who would help? The people chose Egypt. Not only did they mistakenly place their trust in another people, but they violated the Deuteronomic Covenant (Deut. 17:16) which stated that the king “must not return to the people of Egypt in order to acquire more horses”. For this mistake restitution must be made.


Isaiah brings the word of the Lord to the people, saying “when the Lord stretches out his hand, the helper (Egypt) will stumble, and the one helped (Judah) will fall. Although judgment was coming to all involved God has prepared a solution, a new king, a new rule for His Chosen people.


Christ was coming! Praise God that Christ will reign! Praise God that a new righteousness is coming, a new rule of justice is ahead. In Christ the sin of the world will be revealed and the righteousness of Christ will reign. In this Advent season let us continue to prepare our minds, our hearts, and our lives for the ultimate restoration. Let us place our only trust in the Lord!

Dear God, we acknowledge your holiness, your inability to accommodate sin in our lives. We thank you that even though we were once sinners, thus separated from you, you required justice. Our sin could not go unchecked. Christ is your solution. Through our faith we have been cleansed and your restoration continues. While we toil in this world let us remember Your Protective Hand. Help us, with hope look to the future, a hope knowing that Your Son Jesus Christ is our help, our defense, our refuge in this time of trial.

Amen

Tuesday December 15




Isaiah 32:15-33:6

Wendy Swatling

As most of you know, I work at Target. The other day, as I was setting up a display of Christmas snow globes, I unwrapped one with a manger scene inside. I decided to wind it looking forward to hearing a beloved Christmas carol like "Hark the Herald Angels Sing" , but I was surprised to hear "Amazing Grace". It was not what I expected at all. I thought it was an odd pairing. We think of "Amazing Grace" as more of an Easter theme not Christmas.

The verses leading up to the passage for today warn of impending doom. What was once a bustling city of plenty is destroyed. The rich have lost everything and anarchy reigns. (I couldn't help thinking of the last 2 years with banks failing, houses foreclosing, and so many jobs lost. The news is nothing but doom and gloom.) Isaiah describes the destruction of civilization in an ever increasing crescendo leading to verse 15 which begins: "until." We read that word, take a breath; then wait for what comes next.

Our expectation is that all is lost, crushed, destroyed, beaten to dust.

But that is not God's version. With God, His "until" turns the tide. He pours out His Spirit and what was destroyed is reclaimed.

"...Until at last the Spirit is poured out on us from heaven. Then the wilderness will become a fertile field, and the fertile field will yield bountiful crops. Justice will rule in the wilderness and righteousness in the fertile field. And this righteousness will bring peace.  The Lord will greatly bless His people." Isaiah 32:15-20 NLT

This is amazing grace. God sent His Son to give birth to hope, to do what no one expected, and to fulfill His plan for our redemption. Amazing Grace is a perfect Christmas carol.

Merry Christmas!
Wednesday December 16



Isaiah 33:7-24

Kristen George

A City That Will Not Be Moved


My first hope is that if you read this passage once and were unable to make sense of it, that you will read it a few more times before continuing to read today’s devotional.  We will fail to grow from this experience if we do not challenge ourselves to seek real understanding in God’s word and simply participate in the devotional experience out of habit or perceived obligation.  


As I am preparing for an upcoming mission trip to New Orleans, I am reminded of my first experience working with hurricane Katrina victims only 5 months after the storms first hit.  In the news coverage, training videos, and my experiences in the Gulf, I witnessed exactly what this passage explains.  I saw brave men crying aloud in streets, highways that were deserted, and land that was mourning and wasted away.  It was a time of great sadness, shame, and despair as people, who had lost most or all of their material possessions wondered where they would sleep the next night and where their next meal would come from.  

However, as various workgroups, volunteers, and community members came to the area to help victims rebuild their homes and their lives, I was also able to witness goodness out of this tragedy.  The King in his beauty was seen as Christians from all over became Christ at work in the lives of people who had lost so much.  It was in working with and witnessing to those affected by Katrina that Christ’s people were able to teach others about God’s Kingdom – a city that will not be moved, whose stakes will never be pulled up.  

In this life we all live in a community blessed with homes, cars, and other material possessions.  However, as we read in God’s word and as I witnessed in the Gulf, it is important that we remember that it is God’s Kingdom alone which cannot be moved.  Especially in this Christmas season, let us remember the permanency of God’s rule on earth, regardless of the state of our material possessions.

Almighty God, please help us to remember that you are almighty, that it is you who holds our lives in Your hands.  Continue working within us that we may value Your eternal kingdom and trust in Your provision for our lives.

Thursday December 17



Isaiah 45:1-13

Joan Heinsohn

Called to rebuild and restore

In the verses for today we learn of God’s calling upon Cyrus, a foreign emperor, to rebuild the temple and restore Jerusalem. God tells of how He will take hold of Cyrus’ right hand and make the way straight for him to accomplish the divine commission. God explains how He is the creator of all that is; therefore, He has control over all. He will lead and strengthen Cyrus.

Today we are one week from Christmas Eve. The celebration of the One God sent to rebuild and restore us. Sent to save us from our sins and reconcile us to Him. The One who would make the path straight for us to walk in relationship with God now and have life eternal in Heaven with Him when we depart Earth.

As we await His second coming to Earth to claim His bride, as He has promised He will do, may we accept His commission upon our lives, Matthew 28:16-18. As a disciple of Christ let us go forth, with God leading, to rebuild and restore God’s people. He promises He will be with us.

I get a kick start from the words sung by Nicole C Mullen, “Let the redeemed of the Lord say so….shout about it” If you have accepted Christ, the babe at Bethlehem, as your Savior and know the wonders God has given you, salvation and eternal life – John 3:16-17, then give that gift to others this year!

Dear Heavenly Father, we praise You as creator of all that is! We bow down before You as our Maker and Redeemer. We give thanks for the gift to us of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Thanks for the salvation He brought to this world and the promise of life everlasting with You. Please open our hearts and minds to Your calling on our lives. Please help us to fulfill Your commission to tell others of the gift of Your love and grace. Lead us and strengthen us to share with others the true meaning of this Advent season that they may come to know You.  In the precious name of Your One and Only Son, Jesus Christ, we ask these things. Amen

Friday December 18




Isaiah 46:1-13

Joel Buice

Forever Steadfast

Bel, Nebo….these were two of the gods of the Babylonians.  These idols were fabricated by man out of gold and bronze and placed on a pedestal to be worshipped.  When the Babylonians were being invaded and overthrown by the Persians, they had to pack up their “gods” on beasts of burden and rescue them.  How weird, we think, that people would actually believe that lifeless creations by the hands of man would be able to save them.  

Although we may not worship inanimate objects of gold or bronze, we must remember that where we spend our time and money parallels closely to idol worship.  Jesus Christ had not been revealed to the people of Babylon.   We, however have no excuse.  We know the gospel message.  God is not a lifeless form or an image in our minds but is a living and ever-present reality that we can relate to in the person of Jesus Christ.  He is our salvation, He is to be worshiped and placed on a pedestal in our lives.  Spend time getting to know him better through prayer, meditation, reading the Bible and in fellowship with other Christians.  Let each one of us, in this Advent season and all year long, invigorate our relationship anew with the One who is deserving of our worship. 

Most Holy God, give us a deep longing to know you in the person of Jesus Christ.  Help us to put you first in our lives and give us a faith in you that grows stronger and more certain every day.  There is no other way to salvation save through you.   We thank you for eternal life and “grace upon grace” given through your son Jesus.  For it is in his name that we offer this prayer.   Amen.  

Saturday December 19



Isaiah 47:1, 3b-15

Gary Chorpenning

The Death of Evil, the Birth of Hope


O Lord, your anger frightens us.  When we read such passages of scripture as this one, we are made uneasy.  We move on quickly to happier lines and brighter verses.  Through your prophet Isaiah here you speak words of “disgrace,” “vengeance,” “darkness,” “disaster” and “ruin,” of “fire that consumes,” and “the power of the flame.”


We don’t want to think about you in this way.  We want to think of you as a kindly old grandfather who indulges us in our sin and who scolds softly with a twinkle in his eyes that shows us that your anger is only make-believe.


But also we want a world without evil and violence, hatred and oppression.  We want a world from which all that is hurtful and greedy and full of sin has been removed.  We want a world where “the wolf and the lamb shall live together; the leopard will lie down with the baby goat.” [Isaiah 11:6]


Help us to see how your judgment against evil and your purging away of all sin is part of your redemption of the world into that kingdom of peace and goodness.  More than that, help us to willingly allow you to cleanse our own lives of evil and sin, so that we will have hearts that are pure, peaceful, and loving.  Show us that your discipline in our lives is the way that you are lovingly preparing us for citizenship in the Peaceable Kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Savior.  Amen.

Sunday, December 20




Isaiah 48:1-11

Mickey Vischansky

The Ultimate Parent

As I read this passage, I smile grew on my face. It wasn’t a smile of joy or amusement, but rather one of warm understanding, familiarity.  As a parent, this story has a very familiar feel. You understand it.  As a child, you understand it.  As a Christian, you understand it.

In this passage God’s people are told what is going to happen in the future, what to expect, as a parent would forewarn a child. But, as happens in many parent/child relationships, God’s people also did not believe their Father. They refused to listen and “…all of (the) predictions came true.” (Isaiah 48:3)  Does God get mad and strike these people down? No, for He is the ultimate parent, loving and just. Instead, He uses these moments of truth and despair that his people are suffering through as an opportunity to mold, shape, teach and refine them into the people they are meant to be, true people of God. It is the way it is to be, parent, nurturing child.

And then the cycle continues. God says, “I will tell you of new things that are entirely new, things you have never heard of before.” (Isaiah 48:8)  Parent to child.

Monday December 21


Isaiah 48:12-21, 49:9b-13

Heather Taylor

In the Strong Arms of the Compassionate Redeemer

Let me be your echo Lord.

Let me hear your will.

I failed to hear your whisper,

But your shout rings loudly still.

Saying.. “Here I am! Have no doubts” 

“It is I, the One you've known from the beginning. 

Have you forgotten the sound of my voice? 

How soon you forget. Hold on tight. Listen to my song.

You're weak, come dance with me. For I am very strong.”

Your song Lord is so wondrous and overwhelming. 

Keep singing and please don't stop..

It brings Joy to my weary heart.

Give me the voice to call back to you from my mountain top.

Let me send forth your word like a resounding drum

A sound that is pure and powerful 

that travels far from the place it starts

To be heard by all who are there to listen

To touch their searching hearts.

Let your word be carried by the wind of your Holy Spirit

Rushing swiftly through the sky

A strong wind, which has the strength of your solid arms 

That picked me up and carried me when you heard my cry.

Lord, let me be your echo

An echo that will join the chorus of voices 

that are bringing the sounds of your hope 

Across the skies, through the deep valleys, 

From mountain to mountain, and to the deserts 

To your people who are in desperate need of a familiar voice, 

One who cares, One who has been there, and will always Be.

Almighty God, 


Through your Word and by your actions you have revealed to me the magnificence of your creation, the strength of your love, your hand of providence, and my need to forever speak of your faithfulness. As your child, I place my trust in You, my loving Heavenly Father. I am at peace when I place my heart, my life in your hands. For I know that you will provide for our every need and you know what is best for your children. I will follow you as you guide my steps. Help me to listen attentively as you speak and follow your commands.


Thank you Lord for your precious gift of Jesus, so that we can know your love and have the hope that is through Him. I praise you for bringing light into our darkness and for your compassion to bring comfort to the weary. It is only by your grace that I have made it this far. You have given me strength. You are my Deliverer and Redeemer. My heart is filled with your Holy Spirit and abounds in faith, hope, and love. I will sing praises to you with all that is within me. 


We have all been blessed beyond measure with your children that you have trustingly placed in our care. You have shown me that difficult tasks and big responsibilities are given with your confidence in our ability to endure and succeed.  We are supported by your love that sustains us. Let us cherish this great responsibility and give your children our whole hearts and live every moment in Your name so that they may know You. With confidence I praise you and seek you in the name of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

In loving memory of Troy Potrzebowski

December 21, 1995 – April 25, 2008

Thank you Lord for him. My life has been forever blessed. May I be a blessing to others as Your Light, that I so clearly saw in him, continues to shine in me.

Tuesday December 22




Isaiah 49:14-50:1

Meg Chorpenning


God has not forgotten you.  No matter how far away He feels, no matter how deeply depressed you may feel, no matter what, God never has and never will forget you.  How can I be so sure?  Isaiah tells us God says,  “I have engraved you on the palms of my hands.”  Eugene Peterson translates this in The Message as. “See, I have written your names on the backs of my hands.”  Look at your hands.  They are always before you. They are probably the most used part of your anatomy.


I used to have the habit of writing on my hand when I didn't have paper: phone numbers, to-do lists.   I knew I wouldn't mislay my hands and I always remembered to do what I was supposed to if it was written there because I saw it all the time.  I just had to make sure I made the phone call or completed the task before I washed my hands.


Now we know that God does not have hands like us but this is a great image.  Surely in the time of turmoil in Israel and Judah and during the time of their exile the people must have felt that God had forgotten them.  And when times are difficult for us, we can begin to think that God no longer has a thought for us.  Maybe we humans can operate on the “out of sight, out of mind” principle but not our Father in heaven. Notice today how often your hands are in front you: driving the car, typing on a keyboard, washing dishes.  “I know you like the back of my hand” says the expression.  Your name is on the back of God's hands. You are always in His thoughts.  I don't know how He does that for all of His children all of the time but that's what makes Him God.  Trust Him when He says He will never forget you.

Father, thank you that you never have and never will forget me.  Help me to live today believing that. Amen 

Wednesday December 23



Isaiah 51:1-11

Olga Van Osdol

What a Wonderful and Merciful God!

Throughout the Bible there are many examples of God’s strength and power.  Passage after passage of the amazing things God has done for people from the beginning of man.  He continues to do these wonderful things.  We can read them and hear examples from people around us as well as what we see in our own lives.  

What is so wonderful about this passage, as with many others, is that God continues to remind us because we so often forget.  His patience and mercy is so evident in His willingness to do something wonderful for us knowing that we may be in doubt of Him handling a current situation.  So often the Lord will bless us in an impossible situation and yet when the next thing comes about, we go back into a panic.  This is true for the people of Biblical times as well as current day people.  

Remembering that the Lord will watch over us in all situations is so important in our lives.  Just as He reminds us in the Bible of all the wonderful things He has done, we need to remind ourselves of the wonderful things He has done for us alone!  This on its own should increase our faith.  But, as we are just human, He is a merciful God in that He continues time and time again to remind us and still bless us.  When we compare ourselves to that, how do we measure up in our dealings to those we love?  

Lord,

I cannot thank you enough for your blessings and mercy in my life.  You are an awesome God that deserves so much more praise and trust from me.  In spite of myself, continue to draw me in your ways and open my hearts to fully receive from you and increase my faith.  Thank you so much for loving me and please let your love and mercy flow through me to others.

Amen

Thursday December 24



Malachi 3:1

Sophie Heinsohn

                                      Being the one messenger

This scripture is referring to John the Baptist being the messenger.  Another way to look at this, is for Christ’s second coming.  There will also be some one who is a messenger then.  This someone would know that Christ is coming, and want to tell everyone.  At His second coming, it will be the last chance for messengers to spread the Word of Christ, and for people to come to believe in Him.  

Who do you think this messenger, or these messengers might be?  We, the believers in Christ, are the messengers for His second coming.  We need to take this job seriously, because we could be the last person that someone sees.  We could be the last person to tell them about Christ before His coming, and all are judged.  God might have chosen YOU to be the one person they see before they die, and the one person that God will work through in their life for them to become a Christian.  

Imagine being the last messenger for Christ, and deciding you don’t feel like it, and having them spend eternity in the fiery pits, instead of being able to be where there is no pain.  I want you to think about this, and the difference that one messenger could have.  Are you that messenger for someone? Pray to God, and ask Him to show you.  

Dear Heavenly Father, please help us to listen to you, and to do your will.  We will be listening, and waiting, letting you put in our hearts what your message for us is.  Please help us to be your messengers, and to always do it out of Love for You, and Love for our Neighbors and Enemies.

Thank you, God, for the messengers that you have sent into our lives.  In your name, we pray, Amen.

Friday December 25




Luke 2:1-14

Dawn Fewkes

Who Really Ordered the Census?

The census that brought Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem for the birth of Jesus: coincidence, or the size of our God?  If I were about to deliver a baby and had to go seventy miles because the Roman emperor thought this was a good idea, my first thought would not be, “This must be the will of God for the good of all people.”   Although Augustus was a powerful ruler, I might even have been tempted to skip it.  But this is how our selfishness limits our understanding of God.  We are fortunate that Mary and Joseph obeyed Augustus, and Jesus was born in a manger with swaddling clothes as had been prophesied.  

As in many things, I am grateful that this was not up to me to obediently travel seventy miles to deliver a child in a city bulging at the seams with all the descendants of David leaving no room at the inn.  I love that we worship a God who arranges the smallest of detail for our good, a God who announces the birth of his son to shepherds and not in the center of government or wealth.  But if God can work through Augustus to accomplish His will, it may be time for me to rethink a lot of the “circumstances” of my life which I find inconvenient.  

To get up every morning and do what I have been allowed to do may be part of something I am too small to see.  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of the Christ child, it may be a good time to search our hearts in the area of obedience.  Are we this willing? Or are we grumblers and shirkers?  Do we think God cannot move through secular authority?  Is our understanding of God limited to what we find convenient or inconvenient? 

Lord, we are often tired.  We are weak.  But we long to be more like you.  Help us see that servant hood honors You.  We pray for those in authority over us, that our love for You would show in cheerful obedience and be a ministry to them.  But mostly we pray that our response to our earthly callings will be in the right spirit and that You would help us to be salt and light.  We are grateful beyond measure for Your faithfulness and Your mercy. Help us to remember the undeserved cross that You took on willingly for our sakes.  In Jesus name, amen.

Saturday December 26



Luke 2:15-20

Meg Chorpenning


The day after Christmas has to be the most depressing day of the year.  All the anticipation is over. The decorations are beginning to look tired and dusty.  The worst thing to see on December 26 is a Christmas tree on the side of the curb, stripped of ornaments and tinsel, already cast aside. The party's over.


 Mary did not think that it was all over after Jesus was born; the adventure had just begun. She anticipated the birth of her baby for 9 months of pregnancy. Today's Scripture tells about the shepherds' visit and what they told about Jesus.  Mary “treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.” Mary knew Jesus was someone extraordinary from the beginning when the angel told her of his conception.  This was confirmed by the shepherds, telling her what the angels announced to them.  We understand this in hindsight but do you think Mary could?  

Pondering means she meditated on what was told her, thinking about what God was doing, not sure, but trusting in what she had heard. I think she must have thought about these things a lot as Jesus grew up.  She continued to think about them as Jesus carried on his ministry and she heard reports of him healing the sick and feeding thousands of people.  I think she must have been thinking of these things as she stood at the foot of the cross.  Was it all true? 


We can learn a lesson from Mary.  God has revealed Himself in His word. Learning it and meditating on it increases our knowledge of God; it helps us to trust Him when times are dark.  God is too big for us to grasp but we can hold onto what we know about Him to be true: He is good, He is holy, He is sovereign.  Treasure Scripture in your heart and ponder it.

Father, help me to see that Your Word is true and it can be a strength for me when I treasure it in my heart.  Amen.

Sunday December 27




Luke 2:21-35

Kristen George

Waiting Patiently


As I read today’s passage I was struck by the faith of Simeon.  We often forget when reading and talking about Jesus that many people during his day did not understand or believe that he was God.  However, before Jesus had performed his first miracle or taught his first parable, this man Simeon believed he was the promised Savior.  Today’s reading tells us that Simeon was righteous and devout, that all it took was the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the feeling of Jesus in his arms for Simeon to know that Jesus was the Savior. 

I think the key to Simeon’s faith is in verse 25.  In this verse we are told that Simeon was waiting for God’s salvation for Israel.  I am a terribly impatient person – I hate to wait for much of anything.  I think our culture has created a world which enables our impatience as we can have fast food, instant coffee, instant messages, etc.  Although this is often a convenience for us, it also robs us of the benefits of waiting.  As we consciously await great things, we ready our hearts and open our eyes to see God’s work in our lives.  

Although the day upon which we celebrate the birth of Jesus has passed, we can still live in hopeful expectation, patiently awaiting God’s work and call in our lives.  We must continue to live, to the best of our ability, righteous and devout lives, seeking to better understand and hear God’s plans for our lives.  If we do this, then when the time comes for us to see, trust, and act like Jesus, we, like Simeon, can faithfully move forward, with confidence that God is in our midst.

Holy and all-knowing God, help our hearts to be more in synch with Yours.  Teach us how to wait, and in waiting, how to trust in the power of Your love and fulfillment of Your promises.

Monday December 28




Matthew 2:1-6

Mary Ruth Ostrander

How Far will you travel?

According to Matthew 2:1, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem.  They had been watching the stars and knew the prophesy of Jesus birth from Micah 5:2.  They probably traveled quite a distance and seem to have asked everyone where the new king could be found.  In their fervor to worship Jesus, they even asked at a place where King Herod could hear.  They were earnestly seeking God, not worrying about the consequences of their actions.

“When Herod the King heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.” (Matt 2:3)  However, the wise men were excited and focused on their mission.  There was no room in their lives for worry or trouble.

Are we sharing this journey?  We should be traveling on a path to meet the Lord Jesus, focused just like the magi at his birth.  Are we troubled?  Are we worried about who we will disturb?  Or are we totally focused, sharing the good news of Jesus coming with everyone in our fervor to finally find him?  Although Jesus is here now in spirit, He will be physically coming again.  Are we looking for that coming?

Matthew 2:6 says, “From you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.”  Notice the term “my people”.  God will shepherd us.  This means he will protect us from our enemies and ourselves, leading us to safety, not down dangerous paths.  He doesn’t want us straying from the flock, or hiding from Him.  He wants to be always in our sight, under His guard.

If we have wandered, maybe it is time for us to travel back, to worship the shepherd, safe under his protection.  If we haven’t wandered, are we continuing our journey to worship Jesus, no matter who knows or what the cost?

Lord, help me to always travel towards you.  Help me remember no path is too long when it leads me closer to you.  I know you will forgive all of the times I became sidetracked as long as I come back to your path.  I also accept that you can use the times I wander from your path to bring me closer to you and to give you glory.  So, please guide my steps and keep me safe on this journey in Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.

Tuesday December 29



Mathew 2:7-12

Brandon Burleigh

Gifts for a King

 “Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.”  I am often overwhelmed when I read this passage.  The magi traveled a great distance carrying very expensive gifts to the king of the Jews.  Following a star, they arrive and immediately worship the child.  Then they present him with their gifts.  This shows devotion, commitment, and a genuine joy in both the worshipping and the giving.  I think of how often I may not have a spirit of joy either in my worship or in my giving.  I have to remind myself what God has done for me – what He continues to do for me daily – and I should be overjoyed at the opportunity to show my gratefulness for not getting what I deserve.  He continually pours out His blessings on us spiritually, financially, and many other ways.  Can we not take the lead of the magi and joyously make the journey to worship Him and offer up just a small portion of what He has blessed us with financially?

Lord, help me to be reminded of your great sacrifice.  Help me to consider the effort of the magi to make such a journey to visit you when we need only to call out to you.  Help me to consider the cost of the gifts they brought to you, yet you only ask that I return a small portion of what you have blessed me with.  Help me to always find joy in my worship and my giving which is a form of worship.  Thank you for pouring out your rich blessings on me.  In Jesus Name, Amen.

Wednesday December 30



Matthew 2:13-15

Frank Heinsohn

This is one of the few verses in the Bible when we get a glimpse at Joseph, Mary’s husband.  The name Joseph sounds a lot like the Hebrew word for taken away.  In both the Old and New Testament accounts of Josephs there is a time when they are forced to leave their homeland and go to Egypt.  

The Prophet Hosea many years before the birth of Jesus said that out of Egypt I have called my son.  During my time in Maryland, I have been taking a class on the Reformed Faith.  In that class, I have read a little bit about predestination.  I certainly do not fully understand that principle yet, but it is pretty amazing to me that people hearing the words of Hosea would have thought that he was speaking about the time of exile in Egypt.  God had in mind a dual meaning for these words and the prophetic portion was fulfilled in what seems to be an unlikely way.   Joseph trusted God when he was told to leave and head to Egypt.  I think the good news here is that God has preordained things to take place.  

If God is infinite in His goodness and justice and planned this and allows Joseph to participate through his free will and be the means for some of these things to take place, our lives become much simpler.  We are able to be vehicles for good works and plans that God has predestined to take place.  This should give comfort as we are awaiting Christ’s return to Earth.  I am certainly not a theologian and probably haven’t been 100% pure in Presbyterian doctrine, but through another word that I have learned about in the same class you and I have some standing in our interpretation.  That word is perspicuity, but I will let you look that one up on your own.

Father God, thank you for your infinite wisdom and goodness and we ask that we would always feel comforted because of it.

In Christ name we pray. Amen.

Thursday December 31



Matthew 2:16-23

Nelson Van den Blink

This portion of scripture begins with the horrific story of King Herod’s rage at being tricked by the wise men.  Even at the beginning of Jesus’ life on earth, murderous people were out to get him.  Then Jeremiah’s dreadful prophecy was fulfilled, and innocent children were killed instead.

In verse 19 the story shifts to Egypt where Joseph has taken Mary and the Baby Jesus to safety.  Joseph must have been a devout man, because earlier, at another crucial moment when he had decided to divorce Mary, his betrothed, who had become pregnant, “an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream” to reassure him.  

This time as Joseph must have wondered what to do next, “an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream” and told him to take Jesus and his mother Mary back to Israel.  Joseph must have been a prayerful man who waited until he clearly understood what God wanted him to do or he would not have acted this way.  Once the little family got back to Israel, Joseph was “warned in a dream”, and they found safety in Galilee in the city of Nazarene, fulfilled another prophecy “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

Aren’t we glad and grateful that Joseph was such a faithful man, one who responded to the Lord by sheltering and helping to raise our Lord Jesus?  We hear little more about Joseph as Jesus’ life unfolds, but Joseph must have been an excellent, earthly father for Jesus later to call God “above”, Daddy.

Heavenly Father, we thank you and praise you for the faithfulness and courage of Joseph as he listened for Your leading and protected our Lord Jesus and his mother Mary at a very vulnerable time in their lives.  Strengthen us in our resolve to follow Joseph’s good example to draw ever closer to you, even as we wait to hear your voice.  In Jesus’ precious name we pray.  Amen.

Friday January 1, 2010



John 1:1-9

Barry Colyer

Beginnings

He was an elderly man having witnessed much and experienced a lifetime of spectacular events.  He was poor and lacked an education beyond his mother’s knee. He was not a philosopher yet penned the mightiest philosophical words known to mankind:  “In the beginning was the Word.” It is the answer to how all creation happened. The elderly man was the Apostle John and his Gospel is a Gospel of God’s love. 

 The “Word”, or Logos, to the ancient ear, was something akin to the concept of a stem cell. It was the essence of life.  “In him was life and the life was the light of men.” 

When he wrote that no darkness could shut that light out, the first century hearers took notice.  A community suffering under the demands of the Roman imperial cult was terrified.  The beloved Apostle’s words became a comfort then as it has become now.

The New Year stretches before us. There will be trials and successes; there will be highs and lows. But, in the beginning was the Logos, the essence of life and that essence is Christ who is with us today - no matter what.  Is this a promise of no pain? – No way! Rather it is a promise that God himself knows our trials and losses and will never leave us.

As we begin our walk in this New Year let us remember the words of the elderly gentleman; let it be source of comfort, and to the world say, “Bring it on!” 

Our heavenly Father help us as we enter the unknown of this New Year.  Wrap us in your arms in those rough times and let us never forget you paid the ultimate for our sin filled debt and remember you are the source of all the good  which will come into our lives. Amen 

Saturday January 2




Luke 2:36-40

Kevin Moshier

Mary and Joseph have brought the infant Jesus to Jerusalem to be consecrated to the Lord.  In the Temple courts, Simeon, righteous and devout, recognizes the infant Jesus as Messiah.  In a rhapsody, he praises and proclaims and foretells.  Into this scene, and at that very moment, walks Anna.  Immediately she perceives and understands – this is the Messiah! Anna responds by giving thanks, and she begins to tell her circle – those who were expecting the redemption of Jerusalem – about this child. And so Simeon and Anna become the first in Jerusalem to recognize that Jesus is Messiah.

How did Anna know this? After all, it was ordinary then to present the first born male at the Temple.  And predictions of greatness are part and parcel of sentimental responses to the charm of an infant.  Anna’s discernment here, her insight into who Jesus is and what he will do, was no accident.  Nor was it a random gift of God to some fortunate woman. The passage takes pains to point to Anna’s preparation for her discernment:  God was her priority, she continually met with God in worship, she spoke with God all the time, she listened to God.  She had been doing this for a long time.  Anna expected to see God do something amazing.  She was open to surprise, open to God acting in new ways and forms.  Author Gordon Smith speaks of discernment as attending to God, especially in prayer.  He says that we learn to listen in prayer, and that in time and with practice we can then listen outside the boundaries of prayer.  Just as Anna did.

Father God, I want to be among those whose lives are lived in you, among those who see Jesus for who he is, and among those who wait actively for his return.  Strengthen this desire, and shape me to be this sort of person.  I ask this in Jesus name, and this is just the way I want it.  

Sunday January 3




Mattew 12:15-21

Erin Jacob

God's Chosen Servant

Matthew 12:18-21 speaks of the miracles Jesus performs and Jesus' fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy of the Messiah's servant-hood.  Although miracles attest to the authenticity of his message concerning the kingdom's arrival, he does not want crowds to come simply to witness miracles.  That would hinder his teaching ministry. 

Jesus, the Servant, compassionately cares for those who have been abused. His method is one of tenderness.  A reed (verse 20), whether to be used for a flute or understood as simply another reed among the multitudinous rank growth of the riverbed, seems to have no value, especially when bruised.  Likewise, a hard wick (verse 20) in a lamp is a smoky offense rather than a source of light.  Why should it be treasured?  The reed and the wick are types of humanity--the reed bowed before the storms of life and the wick offering but faint promise.

Christ brings hope.  The bruised reed he binds, and it brings forth the music of God, as in Zaccheus.  The smoldering wick he carefully tends until it gives light, as in Peter.

The chosen servant reveals a character of gentleness, encouragement, justice, and truth.  When you feel broken and bruised or burned out in your spiritual life, God won't step on you or toss you aside, but will gently pick you up. God's loving attributes are desperately needed in the world today.  Through God's spirit, we can show such sensitivity to people around us, reflecting God's goodness and honesty to them.

Father God, you have given us hope and eternal life through your son, Jesus.  All we must do is invite him into our hearts.  He will not intrude, but when we ask through prayer for what you already want us to have, he is with us instantly.  What a blessing for us.  Thank you, Jesus.  In your precious name, Amen.

Sources: The Interpreter's Bible, Vol.7, p.396, Abington Press 1951; Life Application Bible, p.1673, Tyndale Publishers 1991; ESV Study Bible, p.1315, Crossway Bibles 2008
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John 1:29-34

Kim Ripley

The Lamb of God

The title for this reading “The Lamb of God”, or “Jesus, the Lamb of God, or “The God-Revealer” is what I found in 3 different translations. I liked all 3 translations. 

NIV translation: The next day, in Bethany, on the other side of the Jordan, is where John was baptizing, John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, “A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.” I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” Then John gave his testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, the man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit. I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.”

The Message translation: The very next day, in Bethany, on the other side of the Jordan, is where John was baptizing, John saw Jesus coming toward him and yelled out, “Here he is, God’s Passover Lamb! He forgives the sins of the world! This is the man I’ve been telling about, ‘the one who comes after me but is really ahead of me.’ I knew nothing about who he was – only this: that my task has been to get Israel ready to recognize him as the God-Revealer. That is why I cam here baptizing with water, giving you a good bath and scrubbing sins from your life so you can get a fresh start with God.” John clinched his witness with this: “I watched the Spirit, live a dove flying down out of the sky, making himself at home in him. I repeat, I know nothing about him except this: The One who authorized me to baptize with water told me, ‘The One on whom you see the Spirit come down and stay, this One will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ That’s exactly what I saw happen, and I’m telling you, there’s no question about it: This is the Son of God.” 

There were no newspapers, radio, or television during the time Jesus lived, eye-witness reports were still very important. Most people come to know about Jesus because someone else tells them about Him. The have their own ‘eye-witness’ account, perhaps it is a friend, a minister, a teacher or perhaps by reading the bible and studying the Word. Someone may tell another person about how Jesus has changed their life and how they came to accept Jesus into their heart, through an ‘eye-witness’ account. 

What would you say about what Jesus means to you? Perhaps you would say, “Since Jesus came into my heart, sadness has turned to joy; doubt has turned to faith; worry has turned to trust; fear has turned to confidence.” Whatever Jesus has done for you, tell others so they can know him too. 

Your only Son, no sin to hide, but you have sent Him from your side, to walk upon this guilty sod and to become the Lamb of God. Your gift of love, they crucified, they laughed and scorned him as he died, the humble King, they named a fraud, and sacrificed the Lamb of God. Oh Lamb of God, Sweet Lamb of God, I love the Holy Lamb of God, Oh wash me in the His precious blood, my Jesus Christ the Lamb of God. I was so lost, I should have died, but you have brought me to your side, to be led by your staff and rod and to be called a lamb of God. 



(Donnie McClurkin)

Dear Father, thank you for sending your Son. Help us to be witnesses so that others will come to know his love as we do. We thank you for being the light of the world. Amen.
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Matthew 3:13-17

Lyle Motley

Divine Intervention…

I was driving on Route 896 deep in Amish country in eastern Pennsylvania on an extremely cold winter morning back in the early 1990s.  My progress was being hindered by the 10 inches of new fallen snow as I navigated the narrow and crocked road on my way back to Elmira.  A bitterly cold wind was biting the landscape against a brilliant blue sky on the backside of the previous night’s passing cold front.  

As I maneuvered through a curving downhill section I was suddenly face to face with an open Amish buggy that was hitting a full gallop at the base of a crest as it entered the curve.  The horse’s breath could be seen beating against the cold crisp morning air as the speeding buggy swung through the narrow curve.  Huddled on the buggy was a mother and a small child wrapped in a big bundle of winter garments and blankets.  In an instant, it had appeared and in an instant, it was gone.  

But, a snap-shot like image of the encounter remained deeply imprinted within me.  The picture of the mother, one arm securely holding the child and the other aggressively fighting the strains of the horse’s reins, made an incredible and lasting impression as the two sojourners struggled against the blistering cold of the winter wind.  The mother’s face, reflecting both authority and discipline toward the horse while at the same time reflecting love and compassion toward the child, was indescribable beauty.

 Authority and discipline perfectly blended with love and compassion.  Immediately I was consumed with the overwhelming sense that I had just had a glimpse of God’s Eternity.  For a moment I savored the perfect peace and joy of God’s unannounced and unassuming intrusion into my personal life.  Divine Intervention – not just a historical phenomenon such as recorded in today’s scripture lesson but a real possibility for today’s living.    


Our Father, during this season of life help us not to neglect those opportunities to glimpse Your Glory in the world around us.   In the beauty and bounty of Christ we pray…  Amen

Wednesday January 6




Matthew 4:12-23

Gary Chorpenning

Knowing Jesus and Following Him


It must have been really hard, Lord, for Peter and Andrew, James and John to get up, leave their stuff behind, and follow you.  I say that because I know how hard it would be for me to do that.  But, Lord Jesus, why do I say “how hard it would be”?  I should have said that I know how hard it IS for me to do that, because I know that every day, even every moment, I have the opportunity to recommit myself to you by denying myself and surrendering to you.  Most of the time, I have to confess, I just look the other way and go on about my own business, as if you weren’t even there.


When your Holy Spirit helps me to understand this passage of Scripture, I begin to see that Peter and the rest didn’t leave everything and follow Jesus because they were some strong or courageous.  They didn’t drop everything and follow Jesus because of who they were but because of who he is.  They saw something in Jesus – something powerful and glorious and very, very good, something that they wouldn’t really understand for a long time after this – that just drew them right out of themselves and into a life of discipleship to Jesus.


Shine the light of Jesus into my life, so that I can see what they saw.  Enable me by that light to recognize Jesus as he really is, powerful, glorious, and very, very good.  Grant that when I see that about Jesus, I might be pulled right out of myself and into a life of complete surrender in discipleship to Jesus, my Lord and my God. [John 20:28]  Amen.

Thank you to everyone who participated in writing this season’s devotional.  If you enjoyed reading this one, there will be more opportunities in the future to participate.  The only requirements are an ability to read the bible, an ability to think about what the bible is saying to you for that passage, and the ability to write your feelings down for that passage.  It is through this type of sharing that we all grow.

I hope you have enjoyed this devotional and I hope the concepts, ideas, and insights have been helpful.  I find it interesting that some themes were recurring without the authors speaking about their passages between each other.

I apologize for the minor errors I may have made in editing this devotional.  I am only human and I do have much to learn still.

Mary Ruth Ostrander for the Adult Ed Committee

